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Pastor Hilary’s Lending Library

Dear PPC Members and Friends,

I enjoy reading new books and exploring new ideas

from a variety of authors. Over the years, I’ve built

a sizable personal library, and I want to share some

of my favorite books with you. Beginning in May,

I’m starting a new initiative – Pastor Hilary’s

lending library. I’m making books from my personal

library available to members and friends of

Providence Presbyterian Church to check out and

read. I will periodically update the lending library

bookshelf with new and different books that I think

are of value. The lending library shelf is located

outside the Pastor’s Study in the Fellowship Hall.

Feel free to peruse the books. If a title looks

interesting to you, please feel free to sign it out

using the sheet on top of the bookshelf.

There is no set time limit to how long you keep the

book, but please be respectful of others who may

wish to check out the book after you. These books

are for you to read and enjoy. Please treat them

well while you have them and return them in the

condition in which you borrowed them.

I’ve vetted the books on this shelf, and I believe

they are worthwhile. However, please note that I

don’t necessarily agree with or endorse every idea

espoused in these books. I will rotate books

periodically on the bookshelf to keep things fresh. I

also plan to include occasional book

recommendations in the monthly newsletter, so

watch for those additions to the lending library 

bookshelf. If you have questions regarding this

lending library, please see me. 

This month, I’ve included a couple of books from

authors who spoke at the recent Luminosity

denominational conference I attended this spring.

One is The Amen Effect: Ancient Wisdom to Mend

Our Broken Hearts and World, written by Rabbi

Sharon Brous. In this book, Rabbi Brous shares

spiritual practices that she has found meaningful in

growing community in her ministry. Another book

is Between the Listening and the Telling: How

Stories Can Save Us by Mark Yaconelli which

describes how storytelling can break down barriers

and promote healing in communities. You can

check out these and other books on the lending

library bookshelf. Happy reading! 

Blessings,

Pastor Hilary



by Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, April 20, 2026, regular
Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: Communion was served to 45
communicants on Maundy Thursday, April 1.  

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
reviewed and discussed.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: The meeting will
be held on Saturday, April 25, at 9:30 am, at the
McVeytown Presbyterian Church.

Moderator’s Report: Pastor Hilary listed all her
activities over the past month.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Sue Whitsel): The Per
Capita rate for 2026 will remain the same as it was
for 2025: $41.00 per individual member of the
church.  That breaks down to $27.76 for the
Presbytery, $2.40 for the Synod of the Trinity, and
$10.84 for the General Assembly.

Forty-six families/individuals pledged a total of
$147,068 for the 2026 stewardship season.

The 2026 vs. 2025 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through      Through
03/30/26     03/30/25

---------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving     $ 47,553   $ 44,429 
Building Rental Income          75      1,010 
Special Offerings            3,775      1,924 
=============================================
Total Income              $ 51,403   $ 47,363 
Total Expenses            $ 67,974   $ 70,601
=============================================
Surplus (Shortfall)       $ 16,571   $ 23,238

The committee discussed the upcoming 2027
stewardship program at our meeting on April 18. 
Our recommendation is to continue using KLW

Enterprises in Illinois, who will provide stewardship
materials for the 2027 campaign.  The theme of
the program is “Empowered by God—Responding
by Grace.”  The materials and the invoice for same
will be sent to the church in late August.  Our
stewardship budget is sufficient to cover the $175
cost of the program.  Materials include letters to
the congregation, monthly newsletter articles,
bulletin boxes, and discussion topics for Sunday
school classes and youth groups.  We will continue
to use our own “Estimate of Giving” card since it is
sized for a less expensive mailing and gives the
program a sense of continuity.

Session gave the team approval to withdraw
$35,000 from the Presbyterian Foundation
accounts whenever the checking account balance
reaches a certain threshold.

Congregational Care (Kathy Rutter): The schedules
were updated for cards/flowers/transportation for
the months of April and May.

The card roster will be reviewed and updated at
the May meeting.

Charyl Gardner will deliver the cakes to the
Presbyterian Village at Hollidaysburg in April. 
Several congregants have volunteered to bake.

A new schedule for homebound communion will
be finalized at our May meeting.

Linda McKee led the palm cross workshop on
Friday, March 27.  One hundred crosses were
made by the participants for distribution on Palm
Sunday, March 29.

Gail Irwin reviewed the plans for the May 2026
Fiftieth Anniversary Recognition service and
reception.  The Congregational Fellowship team is
partnering with us to mark this event.

The “Thinking of You” boxes were assembled at
our April 7 meeting and mailed on April 8 to the
college students.

Congregational Fellowship (Amanda Yeager):
Tickets for an Altoona Curve baseball game will not
be available this year.  Our men’s singing group has
decreased in numbers, so they will not be available
to sing at a Curve game.

This week, Steve Parsons will be securing the date
for our church picnic at DelGrosso’s Park.  He will
attempt to secure a pavilion for the fourth Sunday
in July and make a deposit if one is available.  Our



team will meet in a week or so to decide on what
we will charge for the meal and ride tickets, then
we can announce a firm date so that people can
mark their calendars.

Coffee fellowship events hosted by our team will
be suspended during the three summer months;
our next scheduled coffee fellowship will be in
September.

Mission (Judy Hartzell): For the Soup on Saturday
event on April 18, we served 42 guests sloppy joes,
mac and cheese, a choice of three soups, bananas,
dessert and beverages.  Seconds were served at
12:30 pm.  Betsy Gallace will continue to place an
invitation to our SOS in the St. Vincent Pantry food
boxes on the Thursdays before our event.  At our
next SOS on May 16, we will serve hot dogs, a
choice of soups, fruit, beverages, and a variety of
desserts.

April 2026 Giving Report: Unified Mission, Krislund
Program & Staff, and the Breezewood Truck
Ministries.

Community Donations for May: Altoona Food Bank
- spaghetti sauce and pasta.  For the Providence
Food Pantry, we are asking for donations of any
nonperishable food items and especially personal
care items such as soaps, deodorant, toothpaste
and toothbrushes, band-aids, etc.  No glass
containers, please.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): Providence youth are
currently planning to attend Krislund Camp during
the week of June 21 through June 26.  Currently,
three, or possibly four youth are actively planning
to attend.  Scholarship help is available by request
from our Outreach and Mission teams.  An
announcement has been running in the Sunday
church bulletin.

The April Showers event to benefit Teen
Shelter/Family Services is currently underway
throughout the month of April.

A Community Garden Workday is planned for
Monday, April 27, starting at 3:00 pm.  All
volunteers and gardeners are welcome.  Plots for
planting are also available.  Interested people
should contact Mike and Deb McClain or the
church office.

Visitor Bags are available in the Fellowship Hall. 
We continue to encourage our church family to
wear their name tags.

Our team is working on developing a postcard for
the church family to use to invite friends and
neighbors to Providence Church.

Upcoming dates to remember:
Saturday, September 12 - Clothing

Giveaway
Saturday, December 12 - North Pole Toy

Giveaway

Property (Bruce Hazlett): Session agreed to
increase our insurance coverage for sexual
misconduct from $100,000/$300,000 to
$250,000/$500,000 at an additional cost of $89.40
per month.  The church also added cyber liability
coverage of $350,000/$400,000 at a cost of $89.12
per month.

Geoff Geesey sprayed inside and outside of the
church to help eliminate flying ants.

Patterson Construction will rebuild the exterior
steps on the 24th Street side of the church at a cost
of $5,860.  The Gority Brothers have submitted a
quote for the Fellowship Hall large overhead door. 
That bid totaled $23,000 and would consist of two
three-foot wide glass doors in the middle and a
five-foot by five-foot window on each side of the
door.  We will move forward with the project after
the Property team reviews and selects the style of
door desired.  The Finance and Stewardship
committee was directed to withdraw $35,000 to
cover the cost of these two projects.

Spiritual Enhancement (Heather Wisor): There will
be an organized Child Safety and Child Clearance
night planned for all staff/volunteers planned for
an evening sometime in May 2026.

Sunday, May 31 - Youth Sunday.  This will be held
during the Children’s Chat, similar to what was
done on Christmas Sunday in 2025.

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for the week of
Sunday, June 28 through Thursday, July 2.

Worship (Rick Herbster): Acolytes, liturgists, and
ushers are in place for April.

Rick gave thanks for the Palm Sunday service and
those involved.

The Worship team Statement of Purpose/Tasks for
Leadership handbook is completed and has been
given to the clerk of Session.



An engineer from Link Computer was at our church
on Tuesday, March 31.  He did some minor
updates on the equipment.  Link returned on
Tuesday, April 7, to check out system needs and
give us a detailed description of what options we
have.

Two sound technicians visited the church on two
separate days to look at our audio/visual needs. 
Two quick things that we can do is raise the two
main speakers at the front of the sanctuary and
move the camera when needed.  It was also
suggested that another camera mounted on the
24th Street side could help as well.  A suggestion
was made that an overhead microphone be
installed to pick up the choir.  We will have Doug
Stephens of Bandman set up a Shure MX202
microphone (cost: $250) with the understanding
that it will be used for a trial period.

Future Worship Schedule:

May 3 - Communion
May 7 - National Day of Prayer (Thursday);

We will offer a service of prayer at
12 noon

May 10 - Mother’s Day
May 24 - Pentecost Sunday; Communion;

we encourage everyone to wear red
May 31 - Trinity Sunday/Youth Sunday
June 7 - Communion; 9:30 am Summer

worship hours begin; there will be
no Sunday school

June 28 through July 2 - Vacation Bible
School, theme: “Snow Mountain
Challenge” (Sunday - Thursday)

July 5 - Communion
August 2 - Communion
September 6 - Communion/Rally Day at

9:00 am; worship service resumes at
10:15 am

September 13 - Sunday school resumes at
9:00 am

Calendar Review:

Garden Workday - April 27 (Monday)
50-Year Member Recognition - May 3
National Day of Prayer - May 7 (Thursday)
Soup on Saturday - May 16

Giving and serving opportunities will be listed on
an insert in the May 3 worship bulletin.

Old Business: Several Session committees have
turned in their team descriptions, and we thank
them for that.  The remaining teams are
encouraged to return their descriptions soon.

May Donation Needs

Providence Presbyterian Church is collecting the
following items for Family Services on the second
Sunday of the month.  Items may be left on the
designated shelves located in the 24th Street
hallway adjacent to the Fellowship Hall no later
than Sunday, May 10.  Thank You!

Category: Food Items

Canned ham, chicken, tuna
Rice, boxed potatoes

Cold cereal, instant oatmeal, grits
Mayo, ketchup, mustard, jelly

Snack foods
Cake mixes and icing
Individual snack bags
Microwave popcorn

Bottled water
Facial tissues

Watch for a new donation category in June!

Just a reminder that the Per Capita amount for
2026 is $41.00 per member.  So far this year, about
half of our members have paid their Per Capita. 
Please try to meet your per capita obligation early
using the special blue envelope (like the one
shown above) in your box of offering envelopes. 
Thank you!
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Bob Hollingsworth 28
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-------------------------------------------------------------------
Les & Linda Hart 18
Dave & Patsy Carothers 27

Pentecost Sunday will be observed on May 24
(Memorial Day weekend).  We celebrate the gift of
the Holy Spirit descending in a mighty rush of wind
and flame to inspire the church’s proclamation of
Christ’s rising and to empower its mission and
ministry to the world.  The Worship team invites
you to wear RED on Pentecost Sunday to symbolize
the “tongues of fire” described in Acts 2:3.

Youth Sunday will be observed on May 31.  The
youth of our church will help lead us in worship!

The Summer Worship Schedule at Providence
Presbyterian Church will run from Sunday, June 7,
through Sunday, August 30, at 9:30 am.  There will
be no Sunday School or Junior Church during the
summer schedule.

Open and Lock-Up people are needed!  The sign-
up sheet is on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 

We are excited to be able to add a new article to
our church’s newsletter.  We will present a ‘tried
and true’ recipe from a member of our
congregation on months where space allows.  Be
prepared soon to be asked for one of your favorite
family recipes.

BANANA SPLIT CAKE

Mix 1 cup of melted butter with 2 cups of graham
cracker crumbs.  Press into the bottom of a 9" by
13" cake pan.

Mix 2 cups of powdered sugar, 2 eggs, and 2 sticks
of butter.  Beat until light and creamy.  Spread over
graham cracker crust.  Slice 3 bananas over this. 
(Dip the bananas into lemon juice first.)  Spread a
large can of crushed pineapple over this.  Spread
Cool Whip on top.  Top with maraschino cherries
and nuts.

Recipe submitted by Diane Brandt
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