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It is the month of December and Christmas Day will soon be here.  As you go through the stores and

you listen to the radio, the sounds of Christmas carols fill the air.  We all have our favorite carols we like to

sing, and the music brings us great joy.  However, the Christmas season may not be merry and bright for some

people and the bright and cheerful carols may be hard for them to hear.  The season may be saddened by the

loss of a job, an illness, or the death of a loved one.  Sometimes the Christmas season is darkened by natural

disasters, drought, famine or war.  For these people the message of the carol “I Heard the Bells on Christmas

Day” and the story behind its writing can be of great encouragement.

The carol is based on a poem written by poet and writer Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.  His first wife

had died in childbirth.  Longfellow later remarried, but in the summer of 1861, his second wife, Frances, died

tragically in a fire.  Longfellow himself was burned as he tried to save her life and as a result had permanent

scars.  He was left to raise five children on his own.  That first Christmas after her death, he wrote in his diary,

“How inexpressibly sad are the holidays.”  The following year he recorded, “‘A merry Christmas,’ say the

children, but that is no more for me.”  Then, his oldest son, Charley, enlisted in the Union army against his

father’s wishes.  Charley was severely wounded in November of that year, so Longfellow traveled to

Washington D.C. to be at his son’s bedside.  As the devastated poet sat there on Christmas Day, he heard the

church bells ring out across the city.  He began to write a poem, “I heard the bells….”  As he wrote, Longfellow

came to the realization was that “God is not dead nor doth he sleeps!”  The evils of this world ultimately

“shall fail” and the “right prevail” with peace on earth and goodwill to men.

Somehow, in some mysterious way, the bells that Christmas Day resulted in Longfellow remembering

that the baby, who the prophet Isaiah called the Prince of Peace, was being celebrated that day and that he

was also the man of Nazareth whose death on a cross and who’s resurrection on Easter Day proclaimed the

defeat of sin, pain, and death.  Not only does that provide hope and encouragement for those going through

dark times, but it should also provide hope and encouragement for us all.  So, this holiday season, I hope that

the state of the world and any personal tragedy will not crush your holiday spirit.  Instead, I hope you will take

time to turn your heart towards Jesus.  He is the only one that can provide a path out of the darkness.  Only

then can hope be reborn and we can walk out of that dark space rejoicing, with a new and brighter view of

what Christmas is all about.  A merry Christmas to all!
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, November 14, 2022,
regular Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: Ann Griffin passed away on
October 27, 2022.  Eighty communicants received
communion on Sunday, November 6.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed.

Special Report: B.J. Crownover made a request to
Session that we become involved in the “Caps for
Krislund” program, which is an effort to recycle
bottle caps into picnic tables.  B.J. also volunteered
to take charge of the program if we should decide
to participate.  Session will explore some of the
program details and get back to her.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: The Presbytery 
meeting was held on Saturday, November 5, at
9:00 am, at the State College Presbyterian Church. 
Geoff Geesey was our representative and informed 
Session on what was discussed at this meeting.

Pastor Braun asked if we would be willing to host a
Presbytery meeting in 2023.  He also noted that no
lunch would need to be prepared as participants
would be directed to eat at a local restaurant.  It
was decided that we would host a meeting.

Nominating Committee Report: Bob Hollingsworth
has agreed to serve another term on Session; Mark
Leberfinger and Carol McCracken have agreed to
serve.  These three people will be presented to the
congregation at our meeting on November 20.

Moderator’s Report: Pastor Braun will be taking a
vacation from Monday, December 26, through
Sunday, January 1, 2023.  Pastor Doug McGaffin
will fill the pulpit on January 1.  Pastor Braun took
part in Glenn Nelson’s wedding on November 12.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): The 2022 per
capita amount has been established at $34.25.  For
the period ending on October 30, 2022, there was
$3,600.25 paid into the per capita fund.  This
represents a 74% response.

The Presbytery of Huntingdon at its September 27,
2022, meeting, approved a per capita rate for 2023
of $39.24 per member, an increase of $4.99 over
last year’s per capita.  This new rate includes
$26.99 for the Presbytery, $2.40 for the Synod of
the Trinity, and $9.85 for General Assembly.

Additional Estimate of Giving cards have been
turned in since Stewardship Sunday, November 6,
2022.  Thus far, 32 pledges have been received.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through                Through
10/30/22              10/30/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $ 166,396           $  158,080
Building Rental Income         4,343    72,591
Special Offerings               7,252      5,978
===================================================
Total Income                 $ 177,991          $  236,649
Total Expenses                 $ 208,281          $  223,669
===================================================
Surplus (Shortfall)                     $   30,290          $    12,980

Note: The large year-to-year difference in the
Building Rental Income is due to donations
received in 2021 for the new restroom adjacent to
Fellowship Hall and improvements to our
garage/storage building.

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): Members of our
committee will deliver meals from our Advent
Dinner and the Christmas cookie trays.

Transportation is set for the Sunday morning
worship services through December 25.

There will be a giving tree for gifts for residents of
the Presbyterian Village at Hollidaysburg.

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): Plans
were finalized for the Advent Dinner which will be
held on Sunday, December 4, 2022.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : We distributed 60
bagged lunches at our Soup on Saturday event in



October.  Remaining lunches were taken to local
shelters.

We received $720 for the special Peace and Global
Witness offering.  Our church received 25% of the
total offering ($180), which was sent to Family
Services (Victim Services).

Our church will be helping to support Rev. Chuck
Monts and his wife Debbie as they work as mission
volunteers in Malawi, Africa, from January through
December 2023.  Contributions received through
the end of November will be sent out in December.

For the Altoona Food Bank in December, we are
asking for donations of any items to complete a
Christmas meal, such as boxed stuffing mix, gravy,
potatoes and canned vegetables.  In addition, any
donation of nonperishable food is greatly
appreciated.

This month we gave the following: Family Services
(Victim Services) - $300; Altoona Food Bank - $600;
Salvation Army - $200; and Altoona Teen Shelter -
$300.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): The Community Garden
and the Library are closed for the season.  Books
are available to be given away at any church
activity.  The plaque honoring Randy Donlan has
faded from the sunlight; we are investigating a
replacement that will be durable and cost
effective.

New boards for the garden beds are ready and will
be installed in the spring.

Our team is working on short quotes and prayer
requests to be displayed on our outdoor electronic
bulletin board.  We are also planning an Outreach
Christmas Party and light lunch for some of our
community contacts, which will be on Saturday,
December 10, from 12:30 until 2:00 pm.

Property (Geoff Geesey): The two small stained
glass windows in the Fellowship Hall have been
repaired and replaced.  A volunteer has offered to
purchase material and paint the Fellowship Hall.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): There will
be no Sunday School on Christmas or New Year’s
Day for the children.  The adult class will not meet
on Christmas Day and Rick Herbster will ask the
class if they would like to meet on New Year’s Day.

Our team is working on a float for the Spirit of
Christmas parade.

Worship (Ellie Herbster): Acolytes, liturgists and
ushers are in place for November.

Our 2023 budget was submitted and will be
presented at the November 20 Congregational
Meeting.

Upcoming Worship Calendar:

November 26: (Saturday) Advent decorating at
9:00 am

November 27: First Sunday of Advent (We
discussed when we would start singing carols.)

December 4: Communion (Red & Green Day) and 
Advent Dinner

December 18: “The Twelve Symbols of Christmas”
Children’s Christmas program during the morning
worship service

December 24: Saturday Christmas Eve service (The
music prelude will start at 6:00 pm; the worship
service will begin at 6:30 pm.)

December 25: Nativity of the Lord/Christmas Day
(No Sunday School for the children or the adults.)

January 1: New Year’s Day and Communion (No
Sunday school for the children; adults will be asked
if they want to meet.)

Pastor Braun will arrange for all the Advent Candle
lightings throughout the Advent season.

Communion services in 2023 will continue on the
first Sunday of each month except when
communion will be observed on Maundy Thursday,
April 6, 2023, instead of the first Sunday in April.

The Worship Team decided to go with Warner’s
Florists for poinsettias as their price was lower and
they offered a larger selection of colors.

Old Business: Session approved the final draft of
the 2023 budget.  The budget will be presented to
the congregation at our annual meeting on
Sunday, November 20.

Next Meeting: Monday, December 19, 2022.



Presbyterians in
the Press

[Note: Unless otherwise specified, all articles and
photographs have appeared in the Altoona Mirror.]

Kindergarten student Zachary Donlan was one of a
dozen students placing flags during the opening of
the Foot of Ten Elementary School Veterans Day
program on Thursday, November 10.  Zachary’s
picture appeared on the front page the next day.

More than 100 vocalists performed in the “Voices
of Altoona” concert on Thursday, November 17. 
Paisley Mollica, one of the students from the
Altoona Area School District elementary schools,
was pictured in the article in the November 12-13
Community section.

Also listed in that same issue were local Altoona
Duplicate Bridge Club winners Marcia and Dave
Dravis and Jeannine Fagley.

I want to thank my church family for all the get well
cards you sent me.  They lift my spirits as I go thru
chemotherapy treatments.  God bless you all.

Florence Tucker-Hammel

I want to thank my Providence Presbyterian family
for the wonderful coffee fellowship celebration for
my retirement. I truly appreciate all of the gifts,
cards, prayers and well wishes. I have made some
lasting friendships over the past 22 years and I will
miss seeing all of you each week, but I am planning
on visiting whenever I can. Thank you again!

Love,
Miss Wanda

Our congregation extends
its heartfelt sympathy to
the family and friends of
Ann Cassidy Griffin, who
passed away on Thursday,
October 27, 2022, in
Westerville, Ohio.  Ann was
a 50-year member of the
Broad Avenue/Providence
Presbyterian Church.

Our heartfelt sympathy is
also extended to the family
and friends of John Nelson
‘Jack’ Ray, who passed
away on Thursday, October
27, 2022.  Jack was a
member of the former
Broad Avenue Presbyterian
Church.

December Donation Needs

Providence Presbyterian Church is collecting the
following items for Family Services on the second
Sunday in December.  Items may be left on the
table in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 11. 

Category: Holiday Items

Holiday gifts for infants, children,
teens and adults

Gift cards for local stores
Crayons/Markers/Play dough

Disinfectant wipes
Pajamas (all sizes)

Craft supplies
Slippers

Warm socks for kids and adults
Ice & snow melt (salt)

Watch for a new donation category in the January 2023 
newsletter!



Congregational Meeting: A congregational
meeting was held following the morning worship
service on Sunday, November 20.  Geoff Geesey,
chair of the Nominating Committee, announced a
slate of three elders for the Session class of 2025:
Bob Hollingsworth, Mark Leberfinger and Carol
McCracken.  A motion was approved to elect the
three candidates.

Geoff then presented three members of the
congregation-at-large for the five-member
Nominating Committee of 2023: Steve Parsons,
Sue Whitsel and Galend Young.  The remaining two
members will come from the Session.  A motion
was approved to elect these three members to the
Nominating Committee.

Pastor Braun was excused from the meeting and
Barry Gaut, president of the corporation, took over
as moderator.  He asked Jane Carothers to present
Pastor Braun’s terms of call for 2023, which were
detailed in the new budget.  A motion to approve
these terms as presented was passed.  Pastor
Braun was called back into the meeting and he
resumed his role as moderator.

There was no old or new business, but there was a
request for a survey to be presented to the
congregation regarding their opinions on the life of
the church.  Following a brief discussion, Pastor
Braun adjourned the meeting with prayer.

Christmas Joy Offering: Through the Christmas Joy
Offering, we reflect God’s perfect gift to us, with
generous support of church leaders among
us—past, present and future—who have pointed
us to God.  Fifty-percent of your gifts make it
possible for students to learn and grow in faith at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges.  The
remaining 50-percent provides assistance for
current and retired church workers and their
families with critical financial needs.

Special offering envelopes will be available at the
church.  If you are mailing your contribution, mark
“Christmas Joy Offering” on the memo line of your
check.  If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Monts in Malawi: An article about the upcoming
mission trip by Pastor Chuck Monts and his wife
Deb was featured in last month’s newsletter.  This
issue is posted on our church’s website for those
who missed it.  Our Session Mission Committee is
sponsoring their mission trip with a donation from
the church.  Additional individual donations will be
accepted through the end of this year.  Make your
check payable to “Providence Presbyterian Church”
and mark your check’s memo line with “Monts in
Malawi.”  Our church will collect all donations and
mail a check with the total amount to the
Presbyterian church that is receiving money
earmarked for this trip.  As the Monts have said,
“We are grateful for and excited about this
amazing opportunity to learn from and serve with
others in such a grace-filled nation of the world.”

Per Capita: As we end the year, please remember
that the Per Capita amount for 2022 is $34.25 per
member.  Last year’s response to the per capita
offering was 86% of our congregation paying their
amount due.  As of the end of October, our
response rate has been 74%.  If you have not yet
paid your per capita, please use the special blue
envelope in your box of offering envelopes to do
so.  Thank you!

2023 Giving Envelopes: New offering envelopes 
will be ready to be picked up on Sunday, December
11.  The boxes will be located on a table in the
Fellowship Hall.  They are arranged in alphabetical
order and have your name  on top of the box.  If
you can’t find a box with your name on it, please
call Kimberly (814-944-7258), and she will have
your envelopes ready for pick-up on the next
Sunday.

Session Team Reports: We are asking all Session
members to please submit your report from each
ministry team  to Kimberly no later than Sunday,
January 15, 2023.  These reports will be included in
our annual report, which will be distributed at the
Annual Congregational Meeting in February.

Christmas Trays for Our Homebound Friends: If
you love to make Christmas cookies, please add
your name to the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.
We need 8 bakers to each make 2 dozen cookies.
Please bring your cookies in on Sunday, December
18.  Please—no peanut butter or nuts.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day: This year’s
Christmas Eve service will begin with a Musical 



Prelude at 6:00 pm, and continue with the
Candlelight worship service at 6:30 pm.  Wax
candles will be used and battery candles will be
available for the children.  There will be no Sunday
School on Christmas Day, but there will be a 
morning worship service at 10:15 am.

Lights and Locks: We are in need of volunteers to
“Open & Lock-Up” the church each month next
year.  There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall if
you are able to help open and lock-up for one
month in 2023!

We will again be using our
Christmas card mailbox to make
it easier for our church
members to distribute
greetings to their friends.  If
you have a  Christmas card for
someone in the church, just
drop it off in the specially
marked box in Fellowship Hall.

Devyn Little 2
George Greiner III 4
Dick Bender 7

 Jane Hite 7
Jeff Stanek 10
Amanda Stanek 11
Dave Adams 11
Dee Schnarrs 12
Pastor Dennis Braun 13
Willie Stephens 13
Rich Slutzker 14
Suzanne Slep 14
Kathy Rutter 16
Sandy Settle 22
Irelynn Treese 22
Sharon Judd 28
Tyler Hollingsworth 28
Zoe Yerty 28
Emilee Hollingsworth 29
Lanie Yerty 30

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Dennis & Kathy Braun 18


