
Providence
Post

N  O  V  E  M  B  E  R    2  0  2  2

One of the results of the development of the cellphone camera is the global phenomenon of the

“selfie.”  As you probably know, a selfie is a picture of yourself taken with a cellphone and is usually posted

on a social media website.  Often, the picture is taken showing yourself against a dramatic background such

as a cliff or waterfall.  While there is nothing necessarily wrong with taking a selfie, it can possibly place you

in danger.  Over the past several years hundreds of people have been injured or even killed while trying to

get the “perfect” selfie.  Some of these have deliberately tried to take a selfie at a risky location.  Other times,

however, people have simply leaned too far or were unaware of their surroundings.  You could fall off a curb

or possibly step into traffic.

However, there is another kind of “selfie” that has nothing to do with cellphones, but also can be very

dangerous.  This is self-centeredness or selfishness.  Now to look out for our own interests is natural, but it

can quickly lead to becoming self-centered.  To be self-centered is to be concerned solely with one’s own

desires, needs, or interests.  Self-centered people tend to ignore the needs of others and only do what is best

for them.  Self-centeredness is a basic cause of much of our distress in life.  It is a is a slow path to destruction

and can lead to loneliness, depression, and other mental health issues.  Worst of all, self-centeredness can

cause us to become spiritually nearsighted and cuts us off from the life and love of God.  The Bible provides

many warnings against selfishness and self-centeredness.  One of these warnings can be found in the book of

Matthew 16:24 where Jesus says, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their

cross and follow me.”  Because we still have a fallen human nature, even believers in Christ struggle against

the tendency to be self-centered.  Each day we need to involve ourselves in taking an interest in the needs

and interests of others.  We have the support of the Holy Spirit in our struggle.  As we resist the tendency to

be self-centered, we begin to experience a sense of peace and joy that we never knew was available to us.

We also have the support of a community of others who are just as concerned about us as we are concerned

about them.  In all of this, God is glorified.

Let us give thanks and praise to God for the joy of our love that we share with each other especially

during this season of Thanksgiving.  A happy Thanksgiving to each and everyone of you.
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, October 17, 2022, regular
Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: Donna Lysinger passed away on
September 18, 2022.  Sixty-three communicants
received communion on World Communion
Sunday, October 2.  Our church records were
found in good order with no exceptions on
Wednesday, October 5.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: The next meeting
will be held on Saturday, November 5, at 9:00 am,
at the State College Presbyterian Church.  Geoff
Geesey will be our Session representative at this
meeting.

Nominating Committee Report: The committee is
still looking for one additional person to complete
the slate of officers.

Moderator’s Report: Kasten Christopher Mollica,
son of Christopher and Ashley Mollica, will be
baptized on Sunday, November 6, 2022.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): The 2022 per
capita amount has been established at $34.25.  For
the period ending on September 30, 2022, there
was $3,411.75 paid into the per capita fund.  This
represents a 70% response.

The Presbytery of Huntingdon at its September 27,
2022, meeting, approved a per capita rate for 2023
of $39.24 per member, an increase of $4.99 over
last year’s per capita.  This new rate includes
$26.99 for the Presbytery, $2.40 for the Synod of
the Trinity, and $9.85 for General Assembly.

Materials for the 2023 stewardship program have
been mailed or distributed at the church.  Those
pledging to the church have been instructed to
return their Estimate of Giving cards on or before
Stewardship Sunday, November 6, 2022.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through                Through
09/30/22              09/30/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $ 150,706           $  142,531
Building Rental Income         4,168    69,983
Special Offerings               6,196      5,423
===================================================
Total Income                 $ 161,070          $  217,937
Total Expenses                 $ 182,816          $  197,410
===================================================
Surplus (Shortfall)                     $   21,746          $    20,527

Note: The large year-to-year difference in the
Building Rental Income is due to donations
received in 2021 for the new restroom adjacent to
Fellowship Hall and improvements to our
garage/storage building.

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): Our committee is
now picking up Sue Payne and Marsha Hansard on
Sunday mornings.  The committees were asked to
check with their members to see if anyone would
be able to help by furnishing a ride.

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): The
next coffee fellowship will be held on Sunday,
November 6, with a harvest theme featuring
different fall spices.

The Advent Dinner will be held on Sunday,
December 4, 2022.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : We distributed 76
bagged lunches at our Soup on Saturday event in
September.  We will continue to distribute bagged
lunches outside through the end of the year.

For the Altoona Food Bank in November, we are
asking for donations of any items to complete a
Thanksgiving meal, such as boxed stuffing mix,
gravy and canned vegetables.  In addition, any
donation of nonperishable food is greatly
appreciated.

The new kitchen roll-up doors above the serving
counters have been installed.  These doors are
given in memory of Bill Weigley by his family and



friends.  The new doors were dedicated on Sunday,
October 16, following the morning worship service.

Our church will be helping to support Rev. Chuck
Monts and his wife Debbie as they work as mission
volunteers in Malawi, Africa, from January through
December 2023.  We will provide information to
our church family should they also choose to help. 
They can contribute to this mission project through
our church. [For more information, see the article
located in this newsletter.—Ed.]

This month we gave the following: Moving for
Krislund - $600; The Door - $300; Monts in Malawi
- $500.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): There will be a Fall Wreath
Making class on Saturday, October 22, at 1:30 pm. 
It will be appropriate for adults and children.  
Church members are welcome and are encouraged
to bring a friend.  Sue Whitsel will be our “craft
director.”  Donations will be accepted but not
expected.  RSVP’s would be appreciated so that
adequate supplies are available.

The library is closing at the end of October—books
are available for give away at any church event. 
The Garden is also closing at the end of October. 
Thanks to Geoff Geesey and Bruce Hazlett for
repairing the sagging fence.  Work continues with
board preparation for remaining beds but probably
will not be installed until spring.  Sue Stevens will
investigate replacing/renovating the sun faded
plaque that honors Randy Donlan.

We are continuing to update our contact lists. 
Some people have not responded to fixing their 
inaccurate email addresses.

There is shared information on volunteers needed
for Rides to Church (see Gail Irwin) and Junior
Church (see Megan Burchfield).

The team discussed several ideas for future
programs.  Consensus seems to be to highlight
special Advent/Christmas Activities.  Everyone is to
collect information to prepare a handout for the 
November meeting.  They are also thinking about
re-starting the annual yard sale in the spring.

Personnel (Bob Hollingsworth): Session was
informed that the church employee evaluations
are underway, but not yet completed.

Property (Geoff Geesey): The outside doors to the
sanctuary have been installed.  The two small
stained glass windows in the Fellowship Hall are
repaired and will be replaced soon.  Also, the fence
in the garden has been repaired.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): The JB
Tree Farm outing was attended by 37 people.  We
thank the church for covering the cost of food and
supplies, as well as paying a portion of the fee for
each person in attendance.

Our church youth sold 41 T-shirts to the
congregation.  With the profits from the sale, we
were able to pay for a T-shirt for all 19 active youth
and place money into the youth budget.  The T-
shirts were ordered on October 16, and are
expected to arrive on October 31.

The youth would like to recognize Wanda
Weakland for her years of service in the nursery. 
Wanda will be retiring effective Sunday, October
30, and a special coffee fellowship will be held on
that date in her honor.  A cake will be ordered and
the youth will be decorating cards and preparing a
special gift for ‘Miss Wanda’ over the next two
weeks.  They will also set-up the Fellowship Hall for
this celebration on October 30.

Pizza Palooza - The youth will be having a cooking
competition in the Fellowship Hall on Friday,
November 11.  This will also include a potluck
dinner for the youth, families and judges.  Our
youth have asked that donations to help with the
cost of cooking supplies be placed in the special
offering envelopes located in the pews, and be
marked “Youth.”

Our youth will be providing a program, “The
Twelve Symbols of Christmas” during the worship
service on December 18.  It will consist of a series
of readings of 12 different Christmas symbols, with
short skits and music throughout.  Rehearsals will
be held during Sunday school from November 27
through December 18.

Worship (Ellie Herbster): Acolytes, liturgists and
ushers are in place for October.

There will be another Readers’ Theatre, which will
take place on Sunday, November 13.  The subject
for this one will be the Apostle Paul and his 
Damascus Road experience.  This reading will take
place of the sermon on that day.



The team discussed and set its worship budget for
2023.  They also talked about adding a calendar for
the upcoming week to the bulletin to remind
members of events being held in the near future.

Upcoming Opportunities:

October 30: All Saints Day Sunday to honor
members who have passed away during this year

November 6: Communion (Daylight Savings Time
ends!)

November 13: Veterans Day Observance

November 26: Advent decoration Saturday

November 27: First Sunday of Advent

December 4: Communion & Advent Dinner

December 18: “The Twelve Symbols of Christmas”
program during the morning worship service

December 24: Saturday Christmas Eve service

December 25: Nativity of the Lord/Christmas Day

Old Business: Session discussed a request
concerning the safety of our church family.  Pastor
Braun and Bob Hollingsworth will examine our
church policies and practices.

New Business: Treasurer Jane Carothers presented
a draft copy of the 2023 budget and Session spent
time in discussions about the various line items. 
Next month’s Session meeting date was moved up
to November 14 in order to approve the budget
prior to our congregational meeting on Sunday,
November 20.

Thanks to the ladies of the
church for all the delicious
meals delivered to my home.

Cookie Hall

 

Stewardship: This is the time of year when your
Session is working on a new budget for 2023.  Your
pledge to the church helps us greatly while we
create a spending plan.  A big “Thanks” to those of
you who have already turned in your estimate of
giving card.  If you have not yet done so, additional
cards are located on top of the radiators at the
rear of the sanctuary, or you may call the church
office for a card.

New Roll-Up Doors: A dedication service was held
on Sunday, October 16, for the recently installed
new roll-up doors that are above the kitchen
counters in our Fellowship Hall.  These were given
through a memorial fund in memory of Bill Weigley
by his family and friends.  Bill helped to serve many
lunches and dinners at these kitchen counters.

November Donation Needs

Providence Presbyterian Church is collecting the
following items for Family Services on the second
Sunday in November.  Items may be left on the
table in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 13. 

Category: Household Items

Blankets/sheet sets - twin size
Pillows & pillow cases
Towels & washcloths
Dish cloths & towels

Bathroom rugs
Indoor/outdoor rugs

Facial tissues
Turkey, ham & side dishes
for a Thanksgiving dinner

Gift cards for grocery stores

Watch for a new donation category in the December
newsletter!



Deb and Chuck Monts

Presbyterians in
the Press

[Note: Unless otherwise specified, all articles and
photographs have appeared in the Altoona Mirror.]

Fort Roberdeau Director Glenn Nelson explained
recent improvement projects in an article and
photograph appearing in the Local/State section
on October 5.  Fort Roberdeau, a local historic
landmark, was built to defend the lead mine
operation in Sinking Valley during the
Revolutionary War.

Improved Dwellings for Altoona Inc. (IDA), recently
installed new officers for its 2022-24 term.  In the
photo, Kathy Rutter is shown as their Immediate
Past President. Not pictured was their Controller,
Devyn Little.  The photograph was shown in the
October 8-9 Community section.

Penn State Altoona’s Dean, Lori Bechtel-Wherry,
was recently honored at a banquet celebrating her
legacy and retirement.  The Hite family was one of 
three hosts for the affair. Gail Irwin, and her
husband Mike, shared their sentiments at the
event.  The Dean’s many accomplishments were
highlighted in a front-page article on October 20.

Meet the
Monts
and their
Malawi
Mission

What a journey has been our life together—the
maturation of our faith, our service to Christ’s
Church, our love for one another and our two
precious sons, and our sense of Call to serve God in

the least of these within whom Christ dwells and
towards whom Christ showed such divine and
humble compassion, hospitality, loving grace,
servanthood.

Way back in the late 1980's, during our dating
days, we dreamed of serving others together in a
nation such as Malawi—a nation filled with such
blessed children of God, yet lacking so much of
God’s intended good gifts of simple sustenance. 
By the grace of God, the time has arrived as doors
have opened for us to serve the Central Church of
Africa Presbyterian (CCAP) in the capitol city of
Lilongwe, Milawi, from January 15 through
December 15, 2023.

Deb will be volunteering her services as an RN and
I will be volunteering my services as a theology
instructor and occasional guest preacher in local
churches.  We are so grateful for this opportunity
not just to serve our neighbors in Milawi, but to
learn from them how it is the people of Malawi can
be so warm and gracious and faithful (this we
know because Chuck experienced these gifts of the
Spirit at work in and through the people he met in
Malawi when he spent a month there in 2000),
despite having such limited resources such as
potable water, electricity, and income with which
to buy necessities of food and clothing.

We are not yet retired, not yet drawing on Social
Security, and won’t be receiving payment for our
services in Milawi, so we are asking you to
prayerfully consider donating some level of
financial support for our year of mission services. 
Our projected expenses are $35,000.

The need is great.  As it says in 2 Corinthians 5:20,
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though
God’s appeal was being made through us.”  We are
grateful for and excited about this amazing
opportunity to learn from and serve with others in
such a grace-filled nation of the world.

Providence Food Pantry - Please consider donating
cereal, macaroni and cheese, or canned pasta
(Spaghettios, etc.) to our food pantry.  This will
supply the kids in our neighborhood with easily
prepared food.  Any non-perishable food is greatly
appreciated.  Also, personal items like deodorant,
shampoo, toothpaste, soap, etc.  A full listing is
located on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. 
Donated items may be left under the tables behind
the piano in Fellowship Hall.  Thank you!



Bret Hayford 5
Skyler Zeigler 5
Delainey Wisor 9
Carole Parsons 9
Micah Yerty 13
Sue Whitsel 14
Gaylend Young 15
Izzy Burchfield 18
Mike Larrimore 18
Jeanie Mollica 18
Elaine Bender 18
Marcia Dravis 21
Chris Mollica 22
Ian Adams 25

Dick & Elaine Bender 11
Brad & Sandy Settle 21
Allen & Bobbie Gibboney 26
Dutch & Donna Yeisley 26

Advent Dinner

The 2022 Advent dinner will be held on Sunday,
December 4, immediately following the service. We will
be serving roast beef, mashed potatoes and gravy,
vegetables, dessert, rolls and beverages. Please
consider joining us to celebrate the Christmas season. 
You can make reservations on the sign-up sheet in
Fellowship Hall from Sunday, November 6, through
Sunday, November 20.  There is no charge for the
dinner, but a donation basket will be available.  Hope to
see you there!

Providence Church will
sponsor a “Pop-Up Christmas”
through Family Services during
this Christmas season.  Chose
an ornament in November
from the Christmas tree for a
boy or girl to purchase a
toy/book for children from
infant to 12 years old.  (Con’d.)

Unwrapped Gifts are due back at the church on
Sunday, December  4.  Your generosity will provide an
opportunity for local families to enjoy a warm and
merry Christmas.

Christmas Parade

Please come and join us on Thursday, December 1,
in the parade to share some of the Christmas Spirit
with Altoona.  All you need to do is dress warmly
and bring your voices to sing Christmas carols. 
Please sign-up by Sunday, November 27, if you
plan to attend.

We will meet at our truck on the Tenth Avenue
Expressway at 5:45 pm.  Please call one of the
following cell phone numbers if you can’t find us. 
(Jeanie: 814-312-7031 or Angie: 814-329-2683).

Parade step-off is set for 6 pm, and pick-up will be
at the end of the parade.

Thank You!

Thank you to all the youth and families that
joined us at JB Tree Farm in October! We had a
group of 37 people that enjoyed exploring all the
farm had to offer and a great time around the
bonfire!

Upcoming Events

Join us on Friday, November 11, for a Pizza
Palooza!  Chopped and inspired pizza cooking
competition teams and judges are NEEDED!  A
Sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall.

There will be a Youth Christmas Program, “The 12
Symbols of Christmas” on Sunday, December 18.
Join us during the service as our youth entertains
the congregation with readings and music.  If you
would like to be a part of the program and share
your talents, please sign-up in the Fellowship Hall.
All rehearsals will be held during Sunday School
starting on Sunday, November 27.


