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The sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. (John 10:3)

I have a confession to make.  Throughout my life and ministry, I have struggled to remember people’s

names.  I can remember things like phone numbers, but I have always struggled with names.  Several years

ago, I enrolled in the Dale Carnegie course “How to Win Friends and Influence People.”  In the course,

Carnegie emphasizes the importance of remembering people’s names.  The course teaches several

techniques and mnemonic devices to help you to remember a name.  However, I must admit that they did not

help me very much. To be known by name is very important to all people.  It feels good when we are

personally acknowledged by another person.  As I reflected on this, I came across a song performed by singer,

pianist Don Moen entitled “He Knows My Name.”  The chorus of the song goes: “He knows my name; He

knows my every thought; He sees each tear that falls; And He hears me when I call.”  Just as with another

human being, it feels good for us to know that God knows us by name.  Sometimes God seems distant and

unaware of our personal struggles.  To reassure us that go is personally aware of us and our situations in life,

Jesus told us that God knows us by name in John 10:3.  The prophet Isaiah also tells us that God has said that

“I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.” (Isaiah 43:1b)  God knows all about our

past and still loves us.  God knows what you are going through right now and God knows what the future

holds for you.  You are always on God’s mind and you can trust God with your life.

Take a moment today to thank God that for knowing us completely and loving us immensely.  Have a

blessed October!
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, September 19, 2022,
regular Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: Joan Camberg passed away on
August 18, 2022.  Fifty-three communicants
received communion on Sunday, September 4.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: The next meeting
will be held on Tuesday, September 27, at 6:00 pm,
at the Ward Avenue Presbyterian Church.

Nominating Committee Report: The committee
has contacted several people and have one
definite commitment; they need one additional
person to complete the slate of officers.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): The 2022 per
capita amount has been established at $34.25.  For
the period ending on August 30, 2022, the total
paid into our per capita fund remains unchanged
from last month at $3,309.50.  This represents a 68
percent (68%) response.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through Through
08/30/22 08/30/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $ 135,315           $  126,731
Building Rental Income         3,106    27,808
Special Offerings               5,661      4,347
===================================================
Total Income                 $ 144,082          $  158,886
Total Expenses                 $ 162,898          $  178,074
===================================================
Surplus (Shortfall)                     $    18,816         $    19,188

The letter and Estimate of Giving card for our 2023
stewardship program have been finished and
forwarded to Kimberly for duplication prior to
mailing.  Our plan is to have them in the mail by
late September or early October.  Stewardship
Sunday will be observed on November 6, 2022.

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): Our committee
has developed a monthly schedule for transporting
members to church for worship.  The committees
were asked to check with their members to see if
anyone would be able to help by furnishing a ride. 
The month of October is already covered.

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): The
next coffee fellowship will be held on Sunday,
October 2, with a fall theme.

Glenn checked with John Gallace to see if he’s
available to do the Advent Dinner, which will be
held on Sunday, December 4, 2022.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : We distributed 80
bagged lunches at our Soup on Saturday event in
August.

The installation of the new kitchen roll-up doors is
near completion.  These doors are given in
memory of Bill Weigley.

The food pantry is doing very well and we have
received many contributions, which are very much
appreciated.

In October, we are asking for donations of canned
vegetables for the Altoona Food Bank.  In addition,
any donation of nonperishable food is greatly
appreciated.

We will be receiving the Peace and Global Witness
offering on Sunday, October 2.  Twenty-five 
percent of the offering we receive will stay with
our congregation for use locally.

This month we gave the following: Partnership
with the Presbytery Fund - $300; PAHK 5 NAN
Special Projects - $300; PAHK 5 NAN Partnership -
$300; Mountain Lion Backpack Program - $500.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): Our Taste of Puerto Rico
Dinner will be held on Friday, September 23, at
6:00 pm.

Boards for the garden have been purchased and



are being painted.  A big thanks to everyone who
has helped with filling the water tanks this year. 
The garden will close at the end of October.

Community Library volunteers are Nancy for
September and Peggy for October.  The library will
also close at the end of October, but books are
available to give away at any church event.

Our team is making contacts for a Fall Outreach
Activity.  This year, it will be a wreath making class
led by Sue Whitsel, and will be held on Saturday,
October 22, at 1:30 pm.

We are reaching out to several contacts from the
Mountain Lion Backpack program and our Parking
Lot Party in an effort to obtain accurate email
addresses to update our contact list.

Personnel (Bob Hollingsworth): Our new Children
and Youth Coordinator, Megan Burchfield, started
on Tuesday, August 16.

Employee evaluations for 2022 will be getting
underway soon.

Property (Geoff Geesey): The outside doors to the
sanctuary will be installed starting the week of
September 19.

One of the stained-glass windows in the Fellowship
Hall has been repaired.  The second window is
currently being worked on by the contractor.

This week, Bruce Hazlett and Geoff Geesey will be
working on the garden fence.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): The new
Sunday school curriculum has arrived.

Dates have been set for several activities: The JB
Tree Farm outing will be held on Friday, October 7;
the Halloween Trunk or Treat will take place on
Sunday, October 23; Pizza Palooza is scheduled for
Friday, November 11; and the Christmas Pageant is
on Sunday, December 18.

Our team would like to encourage people to help
with Junior Church.  It should be a much easier task
this year as all lesson materials are provided.

Worship (Ellie Herbster): The child/adult family
groups that were the liturgists for the month of
August did a great job!  The summer special music

presenters also did a nice job.  Gaylend Young will
be liturgist for September and Elaine and Dick
Bender will serve as ushers.

The procedure for offering and communion will
remain the same.  A “Centsability” offering jar will
be added to the radiators at the back of the
sanctuary since we no longer gather that offering.

The Readers’ Theatre will return sometime in
October.

The 10:15 am worship service returned on Sunday,
September 11.  There was a Rally Day service that
Sunday morning at 9:00 am, followed by coffee
and donuts.  Sunday School officially returns on
Sunday, September 18, at 9:00 am.

World Communion Sunday will be observed on
October 2.  Once again, we will ask people to bring
in items that they have collected from all over the
world, which will be placed on display.

New Business: A license is required for the church
to live stream our Sunday services.  It was
suggested that we place this cost in the church’s
advertising budget.  The audio portion of our
service is also recorded and there was discussion
about making those recordings available to those
who are unable to attend on Sunday mornings.
 

October 2, 2022

World Communion Sunday will be celebrated on
October 2.  The Worship Team invites anyone to
bring in souvenirs, books, memorabilia, etc., of
their homelands to observe this international
event.  Tables will be available to display these
items during Sunday school, worship and coffee
fellowship, which will follow the worship service.

October 2 is also the Sunday that we will be
receiving the Peace and Global Witness offering. 
25% of this offering will be used locally.



The congregation extends its
sympathy to the family and friends
of Donna Lee Lysinger, who passed
away on Tuesday, September 20, at
her residence.  Donna was a
member at Providence
Presbyterian Church.

Megan Burchfield 2
Sammy Yerty 2
Emily Donlan 2
Jason Little 8
Barbara Weigley 10
Alli Little 12
Zachary Donlan 13
Paul Conway 15
Angie Treese 15
Harlan Schnarrs 19
Donna Faye Colbert 21
Joyce Sechrist 21
Dale VanHorne 22
Max Adams 24
Judy Hartzell 24
Jim Burchfield 26
Allyson Hayford 27
Ashley Hayford 27

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Jim & Carlene Carothers 15
Lee & Jane Hite 18
Justin & Angie Treese 27

Per Capita: Just a reminder that the Per Capita
amount for 2022 is $34.25 per member.  Last year’s
response to the per capita offering was 86% of our
congregation paying their amount due.  So far this
year, our response rate has been 68%.  Please try
to meet your per capita obligation by using the
special blue envelope in your box of offering
envelopes.  Thank you!

Trunk or Treat: There will be Trunk or Treat on
Sunday, October 23, from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  
Costumes are encouraged!  There is a sign-up
sheet in Fellowship Hall for those who are willing
and able to decorate the “trunk of your car” and
provide candy to the children in the community. 
We would like to see as many people as possible
participate in this year’s event.

T-Shirts: Our church youth are selling custom-
made Providence Presbyterian Church T-shirts to
benefit their upcoming events.  Support the youth
and advertise the church at the same time!  Shirts
are $20 each and the order form is in Fellowship
Hall. Youth will be collecting orders and money
until Sunday, October 9.

Junior Church: Please consider signing up to teach
a week or two of Junior Church.  This is a great way
to get to know some of the young people in our
church.  All lessons and materials will be prepared
for you. Sign-up in Fellowship Hall or call Megan
Burchfield with questions.

Offerings & Communion: The Worship committee
has decided to “err on the side of safety” by
continuing the current methods of receiving the 
offering and serving communion.  The offering
boxes are located in the rear of the sanctuary on
the radiators.  The self-contained communion cups
and wafer will be distributed by the ushers on
communion Sundays, which are currently
scheduled for the first Sunday of each month. 
Thank you for your continued cooperation and
understanding regarding these matters.

Centsability Offering: Hey, is all that spare change
weighing down your pockets or purses?  Well,
Providence Presbyterian has decided to bring back
our Centsability offering.  In lieu of passing the
buckets, we will have jars located next to the
offering boxes on the radiators.  Feel free to drop
in your extra change on any Sunday.  (Centsability
is a Presbyterian-based mission that invites you to
prayerfully contribute a few cents at each meal to
help alleviate hunger and poverty.  This offering
was formerly known as “2-Cents-a-Meal.”)

Family Services Donations: For October, we will be
collecting Cough drops, Antacids, Band-Aid®,
Neosporin®, Diapers & pull-ups (all sizes), Facial
tissues, Toilet bowl cleaner, Comet®, Bleach spray,
Laundry detergent, Dish liquid and Dishwasher
pods.  Items may be left in Fellowship Hall.




