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If you are my age or older you probably remember that it was common years ago to pay a deposit on

glass soft drink bottles.  When you were finished with the bottles, you would return them to the store and

receive your deposit back.  There was a two-cent deposit on a 12-ounce bottle and a five-cent deposit on a

28-ounce bottle.  This was to encourage people to recycle.  Many times, however, people did not bother

returning the bottles for their deposit.  As a young child, that provided a business for me.  I would go around

the neighborhood collecting all the glass bottles I could find and return them to the store to get money to buy

candy and comic books.  Unfortunately, the day came when plastic bottles began to replace glass bottles.  You

did not pay any deposit on these plastic bottles and on them was written the phrase “no deposit, no return.” 

I had to look for another way of earning candy money.

Years ago, I heard someone use that expression in a talk about a church worship service.  He used the

example of paying deposits on the glass bottles as an illustration to encourage people to invest themselves

into the worship service instead of complaining that they did not get anything out of the worship service.  He

suggested that instead of focusing on how good the choir, other music, or the minister’s sermon was that day

that people should focus on worshiping God.  As they focus on extolling our wonderful God, they would find

that they would leave the service refreshed and energized.  They would know they were in the presence of

God.  They paid a “deposit” and God blessed them with a “return.”

As we reflect on this talk, I hope it will encourage all of us to keep putting God first in all we do.  As

autumn comes around once again, I hope you will be blessed by the beauty of the fall foliage.
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, August 15, 2022, regular
Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: Sixty-five communicants received
communion on Sunday, July 3; 52 received
communion on Sunday, August 7.

The clerk’s minute book is scheduled to be audited
on Wednesday, October 5.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed.

Nominating Committee Report: The committee
will meet on Sunday, August 21.  There are two
Session positions to be filled.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): For the
period ending on July 30, 2022, a total of $3,309.50
has been paid to our per capita fund.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through Through
07/30/22 07/30/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $ 115,606           $  112,679
Building Rental Income         3,031    27,733
Special Offerings               5,461      3,547
===================================================
Total Income                 $ 124,098          $  143,959
Total Expenses                 $ 140,433          $  155,092
===================================================
Surplus (Shortfall)                     $    16,335         $    11,133

As approved at our June 5, 2022, special meeting
of Session, our committee made the arrangements
necessary to transfer our church’s checking

account to Reliance Bank.  This will allow the
church to issue most checks online, thus saving the
purchasing, printing and signing of paper checks. 
Also, we are now able to deposit payroll checks
directly into the employee’s personal accounts
unless other arrangements have been made.

The Finance and Stewardship Committee is
working on the 2023 stewardship program.  A 2023
Estimate of Giving card has been designed and we
are currently writing the stewardship letter.  This
year, Stewardship Sunday will be observed on
November 6, 2022.

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): Our committee is
trying so set up rides to church for some of our
members, possibly asking drivers to sign up on a
month-by-month basis.

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): Our
team is working on a budget for the new year and
is thinking about any new activities or items that
might need to be added to the budget.

Since the first Sunday in September falls on the
Labor Day weekend, coffee fellowship will be
moved to the second Sunday, September 11.  This
is the Sunday that we return to our 10:15 am
worship service.  It’s also Patriot Day, so we will
order a red, white and blue cake which will be
served with coffee, water, or hot tea.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : We distributed 74
lunches at our Soup on Saturday event in July.

Our Food Pantry box continues to function well.

The new doors that have been ordered for the
kitchen counters have arrived and will be installed
on Monday, August 22.  These doors have been
given in honor of Bill Weigley.

In September, we are asking for donations of
spaghetti and sauce for the Altoona Food Bank.  In
addition, any donations of nonperishable food are
greatly appreciated.

This month we gave the following: Crossroad
Springs Student, $700; Salvation Army Worship
Center, $400; and Operation Our Town, $300.

We have an abundance of food left over from the
backpack program.  We will offer it to the people
who come out for our Soup on Saturday event.



Outreach (Jane Yerty): The Outreach Team is
always open to new members and ideas.  They
encouraged the team to invite members of our
church family to join us.

The Taste of Puerto Rico Dinner with Brenda
Roberto is scheduled for Friday, September 23, at
6:00 pm.  Brenda will be doing the cooking; she
brought samples to our meeting to allow us to
choose our menu.  The idea is to invite neighbors
to meet and get to know several church members
and enjoy a special meal.

The Parking Lot Party was held during the day on
Saturday, July 30.  We had 30 people register and
participate.  We are very thankful to our church
family for their participation, cheerful friendly
attitudes, and their jump-in-and-help spirit. 
Feedback was very favorable from those attending. 
We estimate the event cost around $300.  If we
choose to do a parking lot party next year, we
would suggest a 2-to-3 hour time frame and to
provide some additional adult-related activities,
such as bingo.

The Mountain Lion Backpack program concludes
on Friday, August 19.  Participation has ranged
from a low of 2 to a high of 11 families coming out
to get food.  Our pantry has been blessed with the
remaining food.

Plans are underway to purchase lumber and to
replace the remaining beds in the garden.  Signs
have been posted since we have had some
“community” members helping themselves to
garden items.

Property (Geoff Geesey): The outside doors to the
sanctuary will be installed sometime in September.

A question was raised about the possibility of
repairing parts of the stained-glass windows in the
Fellowship Hall—Geoff Geesey will investigate. 
Suggestions were made for installing a chair lift to
the basement level and for refreshing the
Fellowship Hall.  These two suggestions will be
evaluated and considered for the future.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): Megan
Burchfield was hired as our new Children and
Youth Coordinator.

Sunday school curriculum has been ordered.  Jon
and Janelle Yerty will be the new teachers in the

Senior High Sunday School room.

Worship (Ellie Herbster): For the month of August,
we will have liturgist family groups including a child
or children in each group.  On August 7, Jeff and
Vaida Stanek performed this task.  On August 14,
Carol Adams and Sammy Yerty handled this;
August 21 will be Jim, Abby, and Izzy Burchfield,
with Megan doing the children’s sermon; August
28 will be Judy Hartzell and Vivian Markley. 
Gaylend Young will be our liturgist for September.

Summer special music: On August 21, Richie Smith;
on August 28, Ian Adams, Ethan Donlan, and Dan
Slep on trumpets.

Readers’ Theatre on Sunday, July 24, was very well
received and the team discussed having another
one in October.

Communion will be served on September 4, the
last Sunday of our 9:30 am summer services.

The 10:15 am worship service returns on Sunday,
September 11.  There will be a Rally Day service
that Sunday morning at 9:00 am, followed by
coffee and donuts.  Sunday School officially returns
the following Sunday, September 18, at 9:00 am.

Our Worship Team discussed returning to some of
the parts of the worship service that were
removed during the COVID pandemic, but it was
decided that it’s too early to add them back.  They
did discuss the possibility of occasionally changing
from the Apostle’s Creed to one of the other
creeds of our church, but no definite decision was
made.

It was suggested that the words for the Gloria Patri
be on the display screens every Sunday.

Outdoor service plans were tabled until the
beginning of summer 2023.

2023 Budget

Attention Session members: Please discuss and
complete your 2023 budgets at your September
team meeting.  Make sure you submit your budget
to Jane Carothers by Sunday, October 2.



Mountain Lion Backpack Program: The Backpack
Program of summer food distribution ended on
Friday, August 19.  The program’s director and our
Session Outreach Team would like to thank all who
helped for their willingness to serve in this
ministry.

Per Capita: Just a reminder that the Per Capita
amount for 2022 is $34.25 per member.  Last year’s
response to the per capita offering was 86% of our
congregation paying their amount due.  So far this
year, our response rate has been 68%.  Please try
to meet your per capita obligation by using the
special blue envelope in your box of offering
envelopes.  Thank you!

Family Services: For September, in lieu of the usual
monthly list of items, Providence Presbyterian
Church is accepting gift cards from any local
grocery store or supermarket for Family Services. 
The gift cards should be brought to the church on
Sunday, September 11.  Thank You!

Parking Lot Party: The Outreach Team would like
to offer a heartfelt thank-you to our church family
for your support and participation in our recent
Parking Lot Party.  Our goal was to meet and make
friends with our neighbors.  We hoped that the fun
atmosphere would open the doors to talk about
our church’s activities and invite these neighbors
to join us.  We were pleased to have 30 people
attend.  Many of you got involved by hosting a
game or by bringing your family and joining in. 
Your creativity, joyful and friendly spirits, were
very much appreciated.  We were also so thankful
to everyone jumping in to set up and clean up. 
Again, thank you from the Outreach Team.

The congregation extends its
sympathy to the family and friends
of Joan W. Camberg, who passed
away on Thursday, August 11, at
UPMC Altoona.  Joan was the wife
of John “Jack” Camberg.

THANK YOU for all the donations of food, money
and time preparing and distributing the lunches at
our Soup on Saturday event.  In July, we
distributed 74 lunches.  We appreciate all that is
done each month to continue this program.

In September, we are asking for donations of
spaghetti and sauce for the Altoona Food Bank. 
Any non-perishable food item is also welcomed.

Peace & Global Witness
Special Offering

On World Communion Sunday, October 2, we
celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout
all creation.  We celebrate that we are all together
at the communion table, in God’s house.  We
celebrate that we are offered what we need to
continue the work of building the household of
God, with active peacemakers here at home and
around the world.  Extending the peace of Christ is
a part of an active, engaged faith—a witness to
what it means for us to be the Church, together.

(Continued on the next page)



Through participation in the Peace & Global
Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s
peace throughout our community and our world. 
We begin at the communion table, with our
siblings in every time and place, and we celebrate
the peace we find there and commit to building a
more just and peaceful world.  God’s peace,
empowered by God’s joy, reminds us that we are 
connected to each other.  We are not alone.  Peace
begins with each of us.

Here are some Quick Facts:

� Since 1940, World Communion Sunday is an
ecumenical celebration of our oneness in the Spirit
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, bringing churches
together in Christian unity.

� The Peace & Global Witness Offering builds on
the Presbyterian Commitment to Peacemaking
established in 1980.

� World Communion Sunday is the most common
Sunday for receiving the offering, but many
congregations promote the Offering throughout A
Season of Peace (September 4 - October 2).

� 25% of the Offering stays with local
congregations, and 25% with mid councils to unite
congregations to support peacemaking in their
regions.

� 50% of this Offering supports the work for peace
and reconciliation being done by Presbyterians
across the globe.

Presbyterians in
the Press

Carole Parsons, and her sister Cheryl Reifsteck,
were featured in the July 30-31 Life section of the
Altoona Mirror.  Both musicians player their violins
for a capacity crowd in Munich, Germany, on July
16, as guest members of the Denver Philharmonic
Orchestra.  Carole was again highlighted in an
article on August 13-14.  She will play her
handmade violin at a piano and violin concert on
Sunday, August 28, at the ArtsAltoona Sanctuary.

Sharon Hayford 10
Gail Irwin 11
Richard (RJ) Jukes 11
David Brownell 14
John Mallow 14
Jonathan Yerty 14
Allen Gibboney 19
Galen Nelson 26
Linda McKee 27
Charlene Norris 27
Tom Musselman 29

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Geoff & Patti Geesey 5
Jonathan & Janelle Yerty 17
Bret & Sharon Hayford 19
Ken & Angela Lynch  21
John & Betsy Gallace 22

RALLY SUNDAY

Join us for Rally Day in the sanctuary on Sunday,
September 11, at 9:00 am.  We will discuss the
upcoming Sunday School year and Youth events.

Bring your backpack for “Blessing of the
Backpacks.”  Let’s start the new school year off
right!  We will also have a “Back-to-School” photo
booth!

On September 11, the worship service time goes
back to 10:15 am.

Sunday School for all ages begins on September
18, at 9:00 am.

On September 18, the Adult Sunday school class
will begin an Old & New Testament study on the
topic of the Sabbath.  It will be a nine-session study
focusing on God as Creator of the Sabbath and
how the people of God can use this one day a
week pause to reset our lives for God’s glory and
our benefit.  We will use short videos and
discussion as part of the study.


