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Small Things Matter

One television show my daughter and I like to watch is called “Air Crash Investigations.”  One episode

of that show that we recently watched is entitled “Deadly Detail.”  It tells the story of China Airlines Flight

120, a Boeing 737, from Taiwan to Okinawa Japan on August 20, 2007.  The flight had been uneventful, and

the airplane safety landed at Naha Airport and taxied to the terminal.  The pilot at this point turned off the

engines in preparation for the sky gate to be connected to the plane.  Suddenly, an air warning light turned on

informing the crew that a fire was occurring on the plane.  They were also informed of the fire by the terminal

and were told the fire department was on the way.  All the 165 passengers and crew were safely evacuated

from the plane, although the pilot and co-pilot had to exit via a rope from the cockpit side window.  Just as

everyone was evacuated, the fire reached the fuel tank and there was an explosion that destroyed the

airplane.

An investigation of the accident revealed that it was caused by a missing washer.  The washer held a

bolt in what is called the downstop assembly.  Without the washer, the bolt assembly fell out of its place

when the plane’s slats were retracted upon landing.  The loose bolt punctured the fuel tank and fuel began

leaking from the wing.  While the engines were on, the exhaust blew the leaking fuel away from the hot

engine and landing brakes, but when the engines were turned off, the leaking fuel came into contact with the

hot engine and brakes and immediately caught on fire.  The investigators were amazed that the lack of one

small inexpensive washer resulted in the destruction of a sixty-million-dollar airplane and could have resulted

in the death or serious injury of the 165 passengers and crew.

As I reflected on the critical importance of a washer for the safety of a jet airplane, I was reminded of

the Apostle Paul’s words to the church in Corinth.  Paul states in First Corinthians chapter 12 that “The eye

can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.”  The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” (12:21) 

Paul said this for two reasons.  First, he said this to remind some that they were not more important than

others in the body of Christ, the Church.  Secondly, and equally important, it was to remind others that they

are just as necessary to the life of the Church as anyone else.  Some people may believe that because they are

not in a position of authority in the life of the church, such as teacher or elder, that their talents and abilities

are not as important as those of other individuals.  However, everyone in the church has gifts that can help

others and bring glory to God.  If you are tempted to doubt that is true, just look at the difference a single

washer can make.  Have a great summer!

Prayer: Lord, help us to see and understand the

crucial importance of every part of the body of Christ to

its life and its health.  Amen.
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, June 27, 2022, regular
Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: Seventy-two communicants
received communion on Pentecost Sunday, June 5.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: There will be a
meeting tomorrow, June 28, via Zoom software.

Moderator’s Report: The church received a check
in the amount of $1,000 from the Quay family in
memory of Alice Quay.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): For the period
ending through May 30, 2022, there was $3,162.00
given to our per capita fund.  This represents a 65
percent (65%) response, or approximately 92 of our 142
members.  For comparison, in 2021 we had a 73
percent response by the end of May; therefore, we are
behind last year’s giving for per capita.

Per the directive from our June 5 special Session
meeting, our committee worked with Kimberly to move
our church’s commercial checking account from
Investment Savings Bank (ISB) to Reliance Bank.  We
ultimately selected Reliance Bank as they promised to
work with us to implement the least expensive
commercial account.  In addition, Reliance has the
convenience of several night deposit locations, the
closest being their branch at 1921  Pleasant Valley
Boulevard (adjacent to the 17th Street & Pleasant Valley
Boulevard Sheetz convenience store).

Debbie Leberfinger, from Reliance Bank, conducted
training at the church on Tuesday, June 21, 2021.  In
attendance were Jane Carothers, Barry Gaut, Peggy
Horner, Kimberly Veronesi and Sue Whitsel.  We were

instructed on how to use the online banking software
for approving checks; Kimberly was specifically trained
in doing online bill paying and the church’s payroll via
ACH (Automatic Clearing House).  These two features
will greatly reduce the number of paper checks that the
church must write.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through Through
05/30/22 05/30/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $  85,426           $     83,944
Building Rental Income       2,851    27,473
Special Offerings             4,383      3,287
===================================================
Total Income                 $  92,660           $  114,704
Total Expenses                 $  96,183           $  116,050
===================================================
Surplus (Shortfall)                     $    3,523            $       1,346

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): The team is still
discussing how to provide rides to church.

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): They
are sold out of Curve baseball tickets as of July 12. 
Our thanks go to Jane Falco for securing and selling
the tickets.

Steve Parsons will be selling the July 24 Church
Picnic tickets at church in Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, July 3, and Sunday, July 10.  The deadline
for purchasing tickets is Sunday, July 10.  There is a
picnic sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : At our Soup on Saturday
event in May, we distributed 70 lunches.

Our Food Pantry box (located outside the church)
is going well.  We continue to check the box,
replenishing food and personal items as needed. 
We are receiving items from our congregation as
well as the community.

We discussed the summer Mountain Lion Backpack
Program and will help with the distribution as
more information becomes available.

For the Altoona Food Bank in July, we are asking
for donations of cereal, although any donation of
nonperishable food is appreciated.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): The books are being given
away this year from our library in the Community 
Garden.



The Community Garden is doing well and things
are growing.  Garden workday is the second
Wednesday of each month at 8:00 am.

A “Taste of Puerto Rico” dinner, to make friends
and bring in new people, will be held on Friday,
September 23, 2022.

The Mountain Lion Backpack Program distribution
was discussed.

A Parking Lot Party will be held on Saturday, July
30, from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm (rain date will be
on Saturday, August 6).  We are planning simple
and fun games for children.  The goal is to meet
neighbors and new friends, and to introduce them
to our church.  We are asking each Session team to
take responsibility for a game.  Let’s all work
together to make this a success.  See Jane Yerty for
some of our ideas, or develop your own game.  We
are planning on hot dogs/ice cream as a treat for
those who visit each game station.

Our team is looking for a way to create an email
contact list to handle connections made through
our Community Garden and various other
activities.  This would create a way to share news
and invitations without the expense of mailings. 
Session discussed this idea and decided to ask Kim
if she would set up a group email to contacts that
we have acquired through church functions.  These
people could then be notified via an email of
upcoming activities here at our church.

Property (Geoff Geesey): Outside doors for the
entrance to the sanctuary have been ordered.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): There was
a total of 20 children at this year’s Vacation Bible
School program.  They collected $208 for Ukraine
which will be donated through the Presbyterian
Disaster Fund.  They also collected a lot of food for
our new Food Pantry.

Worship (Ellie Herbster): Gail Irwin is the liturgist
for June and Gaylend Young for July.

Megan Burchfield last children’s message will be
on June 19.  We will run another announcement in
the bulletin to see if anyone else would like to do a
children’s message.  Rick Herbster did one on June
12, and has offered to do more.

The team reviewed this year’s National Day of

Prayer, the start of summer worship, the bulletin,
Pentecost, and monthly communion.

Rick Herbster has offered to keep a master sheet
of special music throughout the summer so that no
two groups schedule music for the same Sunday.

We will have a “Reader’s Theater” occasionally
throughout the summer and it will take the place
of the sermon.  The first is scheduled for Sunday,
July 24, and is titled, “The Lord’s Prayer Drama.”

Coming up this summer are communion services
on July 3, August 7, and September 4, which is the
last Sunday of the 9:30 am summer schedule.  A
Night at the Curve will be held on Tuesday, July 12;
the Church Picnic on Sunday, July 24; and the
Parking Lot Party on Saturday, July 30 (Worship
Team will host a water gun target shoot at this
party.)

Summer suggestions: Our pastor will check with
Ward Avenue Church regarding a worship
service/picnic held with both churches; having a
social event or work project; and having the
children help the liturgist—Barb Hazlett will check
with the parents about children helping.

Providence Presbyterian
Church will change the time
of its morning worship
service to 9:30 am from
Sunday, June 5, through
Sunday, September 4. 
There will be no Sunday
School or Junior Church
during the summer
schedule, but the Nursery
will be open and staffed.

Per Capita Amount

Just a reminder that the Per Capita amount for
2022 is $34.25 per member.  Last year’s response
to the per capita offering was outstanding with
86% of our congregation paying their amount due. 
So far this year, our response rate is only 65%, so
we have some catching up to do.  Please try to
meet your per capita obligation early using the
special blue envelope in your box of offering
envelopes.  Thank you!



Nancy Woomer 3
 Brian Rutter 6

Becca Gallace 9
Peggy Horner 13
Elizabeth Miller 15
Jen Braun 16
Ellie Herbster 19
Wanda Davis 24
Jemmings Lantz 25
Carol Wyerman 25
Steve Parsons 28
Cookie Hall 30
Heather Wisor 30

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Dave & Marcia Dravis 3
Allen & Christine Inmon 15
Tom & Linda McKee 15
Chris & Ashley Mollica  20
Al & Rita Holtzinger 23
Lee & Jeannine Fagley 26

Church Picnic: On Sunday, July 24, our annual
church family picnic will be held at DelGrosso’s
Park beginning at 1:00 pm.  Dinner will be served
at 5:00 pm and will include a half chicken, potato
salad, baked beans, ice cream, and soft drinks.  The
reduced cost will be $5.  Please note that there are
no kid’s meals this year.

Bottles of water and snack bags will be available at
our pavilion up until the time that dinner is served. 
You are welcome to bring your own drink, or you
may purchase one at the park if you prefer
something other than bottled water.

All-day ride tickets, including the water park, will
be available at a discounted rate of $15.  Bingo will
be played at our pavilion during the afternoon with

prizes given to the lucky winners.

Sign-up sheets are posted in Fellowship Hall.  Note
that DelGrosso’s will need a firm count by Sunday,
July 10, which is the final day for signing up.  Please
check your calendars and make your reservation
and payment by that date.  Hope to see you there!

My family and I are truly appreciative for your
many kind, thoughtful expressions of sympathy
during the loss of my husband Bill, and my brother-
in-law, Steve.

In Christ,
Carol McCracken

Jane Falco 2
Carol Young 3
Marsha Hansard 6
Vivian Markley 8
Cooper Yerty 8
Carina Shaw 10
Rick Herbster 12
Donnie Gallace 13
Dave Dravis 15
Bev Moss-Oswalt 15
Holynn Treese 16
Paul Conway  17
Tom Costea 18
Emma Adams 20
Barry Gaut 22
Charlotte Hall 24
Kaylee Zeigler 24
Jimmy Gallace 26
Tony Gallace 26
Rob Donlan 27
Madison Aboud 29
Nancy Donlan 29
Sue Payne 29

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Rick & Ellie Herbster 1
Jason & Devyn Little 3
Mike & Gail Irwin 7
Bob & MaryAnne Hollingsworth 8
Dwayne & Jane Yerty 8
Jeff & Amanda Stanek 13
Dave & Carol Adams 14



We would like to thank all who participate in our
Soup on Saturday event.  In May we distributed 70
lunches; in June we distributed 79.  Your donations
of food, money, and the help we receive putting
the lunches together every month is deeply
appreciated.

The Food Pantry box is going well.  The pantry is
available for all to use as needed or contribute to. 
Thanks to all for your contributions and support.

For the Altoona Food Bank, during the month of
July, we are asking for donations of cereal.  For the
month of August, we are asking for donations of
canned meats, such as tuna, chicken, etc.  Any non-
perishable food is greatly appreciated.

As part of our mission support for the month of
June, we gave the following:

Krislund Programs & Staff $ 300
Krislund Capital Campaign $ 700
Altoona Food Bank $ 300
The Healing Patch $ 250

Presbyterians
in the Press

Air Force veteran Les Hart was featured in the
Community section of the Altoona Mirror in the
June 11-12 edition.  The photo shows Les playing
“Taps” while Ethan Holzer (whose grandfather and
great-grandfather were veterans) salutes the
American flag at the conclusion of the Jewish
Veterans Memorial Service on May 26.

� � �
Congratulations to Chris and Ashley Mollica on the
birth of their son, Kasten Christopher Mollica, who
was born on Thursday, May 19, 2022.  We would 
also like to congratulate the proud grandparents,
Jeanie and Carmel Mollica.

July & August Donation Needs

Providence Presbyterian Church is collecting the
following items for Family Services on the second
Sunday of the month.  July items may be left on
the table in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, July 10,
and August items on Sunday, August 14.

Thank You!

July Category: Cleaning Products

All-purpose cleaners
Degreasers

Oven cleaner
Rubber gloves

Mr. Clean Magic Eraser®
Mops, brooms, dust pans

High efficiency laundry detergent
Fabric softener sheets

Garbage bags—all sizes
Ceramic stove top cleaner

Facial Tissues

August Category: School Supplies

Backpacks/lunch boxes
Composition notebooks

Books/folders
Glue sticks

Children’s scissors
Crayons/markers
Pens/highlighters

Pencils/erasers
Pencil cases

Mechanical pencils/lead refills
Play dough

Facial Tissues


