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      As grandparents, Kathy and I love it when we can visit with our five grandchildren. On one visit, our

grandson, Zachary, excitedly started talking to us about something called a tardigrade.  We did not know what

in the world he was talking about at first, but as we listened, we learned that tardigrades are found all over

the world from mountaintops to the bottom of the oceans and from tropical rainforests to Antarctica.  They

are so small that you can only see them with the aid of a microscope, yet they are the extremely resilient

animals.  Tardigrades are able to survive extreme conditions that would quickly kill most other known forms

of life.  They are part of the unseen creation of God that surrounds us every day.

Our limited ability to see the wonder of the physical world around us reminds of our limited ability to

see the spiritual realm around us and how it impacts our lives.  For example, there is the story of the prophet

Elisha, his servant, and the army of the king of Aram found in 2 Kings 6.  The king of Aram had learned the

prophet Elisha had been used by God to forewarn the King of Israel about attacks the from his army.  In

response, the king of Aram sent a detachment of his troops to capture Elisha.  During the night these troops

surrounded the town of Dothan where Elisha lived.  Very early in the morning the servant of Elisha went

outside and became aware of these troops.  In great fear, the servant asked Elisha, “Oh, my lord, what shall

we do?”  Elisha prayed to God to give the servant special spiritual sight.  When he did, the servant could see

that an angelic army stood between Elisha and the troops of Aram.  There was no need for the servant to fear

because God would protect them.

In a similar manner, circumstances in this world can surround us that threaten to destroy us.  This can

lead us to become fearful and lead us to believe that we are all alone.  In response, we need to keep

reminding ourselves that God has promised us that his Spirit which lives in us by faith is more powerful than

anything in this world and God is watching over us.  With this truth firmly fixed in our thoughts, we can face

whatever threatens us without fear.  We can rest secure in God’s Spirit.  May the Spirit’s presence in our lives

fill us with peace today and every day.  Have a great month!
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, May 16, 2022, regular
Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: Session voted to change next
month’s meeting date to June 27 to avoid a
conflict with Vacation Bible School.  It was also
decided to cancel the July Session meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: Pastor Braun was
uncertain if there will be a June presbytery
meeting as it is the month in which the General
Assembly meets.

Moderator’s Report: Our pastor is having an issue
with one person (not a member) who regularly
asks for monetary help.  Session discussed this and
recommended that a time limit be placed on
additional requests for money.

Pastor Braun asked Session members for some
ideas for summer worship and several suggestions
were made.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): Per Capita
for 2022 has been established at $34.25 per
person.

For the period ending on April 30, 2022, a total of
$3,078.75 has been paid to our per capita fund. 
This represents a 63% response, or approximately
90 of our 142 members.  This compares with a 70%
response for the same time period in 2021.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized in the next column:

Through Through
04/30/22 04/30/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $ 69,439            $     64,466
Building Rental Income       2,636    12,348
Special Offerings             3,765      2,211
===================================================
Total Income                 $  75,840           $    79,025
Total Expenses                 $  75,328           $    95,799
===================================================
Surplus (Shortfall)                     $        512            $     16,774

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): Our
next coffee fellowship will be on Sunday, June 5,
and will celebrate the church’s birthday.  The
congregation is reminded to wear something red
on that day.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : At our Soup on Saturday
event in April, we distributed 47 lunches.

Our Food Pantry box is now installed outside.  A list
of suggested items to be placed inside the pantry is
on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.  The
pantry was dedicated to the memory of Andrew
“Andy” Falco on Sunday, May 15.

For the Altoona Food Bank in June, we are asking
for donations of pasta and sauce.  In addition, any
donation of nonperishable food is appreciated.

This month we gave the following: Partnership
with Presbytery Fund, $300; Breezewood Truck
Stop, $300; Meals on Wheels, $350; Evergreen
Manor, $400; and Rock Program, $100.

We received $1,035 for the One Great Hour of
Sharing special offering.

Our team is trying to determine how many children
are going to summer camp.  So far, four or five
have expressed an interest in attending.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): Plans are in the works for
an outdoor activity—a Strawberry Ice Cream Social
or a Block Party.  Either one will include parking lot
games and treats.

Our library is up and running in the Garden.  Books
will be given away this year.

The team is searching for what activities our
neighbors are looking for; they would like to have
more of a partnership with our church family. 
People most often visit our church based on an



invitation from their friends and neighbors.  We
need a church-wide effort to intentionally invite
people.  The suggestion was made for everyone to
pull out their smart phones and invite someone on
their contact list to participate in a church program
that you especially like.

The Mountain Lion Backpack Program is looking for
sites to distribute food packs throughout the
summer (June 16 to August 18).  Backpacks would
be prepared on Thursday evenings and would need
to be picked up.  Participants sign up for
backpacks.  Our church’s responsibility would be to
open several hours (for example: Friday evenings
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm) to allow parents to stop in
and pick up their backpack.  A tally would need to
be kept.

The Backpack Program is too big a project for just
the Outreach Team to handle.  Our team will ask
Session to see if there is interest and if each
Session team would staff one Friday during the
summer.  This is an opportunity to invite neighbors
in and start to form relationships.  We will offer
our church to the Backpack Program after we have
a few more questions answered.  If we do this
project, there will be a sign-up sheet for volunteers
from the congregation that are willing to help.

Workday for the Community Garden will be the
second Wednesday of the month at 8:00 am. 
Several beds are open and available for planting. 
All remaining grant money has been spent.

The team is looking into a Taste of Puerto Rico
Dinner with Brenda Roberto in the fall.

Status of rides to church—both the Congregational
Care and Outreach Teams are stalled for a
workable solution.  Geoff Geesey has spoken to a
contact concerning a van and will follow-up with
that person for information that may help us.

Outreach is investigating a way to have a group
email setup for garden and community contacts to
help with communication and invitation to church
activities.

Property (Geoff Geesey): Session approved a
quote to replace the outside doors to the
sanctuary.  The cost will be approximately $31,000
and will require about a week to finish the work.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): This year

we have five graduates that will be recognized in
the newsletter and will receive a small gift from
the church. [See article on the last page.]

Worship (Ellie Herbster): The committee discussed
suggestions for next Easter including the possibility
of extinguishing the candles (opposite of what we
do during the Advent Season) and redressing the
communion table.

Holy Humor Sunday went well and we plan to do it
again next year.

Megan Burchfield handled the children’s message
on May 8, and will also do this on June 19.  If there
are any others that would like to do the children’s
message, they should contact the pastor or any
member of the Worship Team.

Sunday, June 6, will be the first day of our summer
worship schedule and the service will begin at 9:30
am.  This will be a communion service.  There
won’t be any geraniums in the church this year.

Session approved the idea of having a communion
service on the first Sunday of each month
beginning with the first Sunday in June.  In
addition, we will continue having a communion
service on Maundy Thursday.

We discussed the idea of having a reader’s theater
during worship sometime during the month of July. 
Mark Leberfinger will work on this.

The team is also looking into doing something with
Mt. Zion church and with the other Presbyterian
churches in the area.

Providence Presbyterian
Church will change the time
of its morning worship
service to 9:30 am from
Sunday, June 5, through
Sunday, September 4. 
There will be no Sunday
School or Junior Church
during the summer
schedule, but the Nursery
will be open and staffed.



Paisley Mollica 1
 Tyler Oswalt 4

Emily Yerty 6
Matt Yerty 6
Clair Roddey 8
Carolyn Kendall 10
Martha Ramsey 10
Justin Treese 10
Ethan Donlan 13
Dwayne Yerty 14
Cheryl Dodson 18
Debbie Mallow 19
Tom McKee 22
Rita Holtzinger 29
Sue Stephens 29

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Paul & Joan Conway 1
Dave & Heather Wisor 5
Jack & Joan Camberg 8
John & Charyl Gardner  12
Denny & Nancy Nevling 17
Carmel & Jeanie Mollica 19
Marty & Sharon Judd 25
Mike & Jennifer Larrimore 26
Willie & Sue Stephens 29

Per Capita Amount

Just a reminder that the Per Capita amount for
2022 is $34.25 per member.  Last year’s response
to the per capita offering was outstanding with
86% of our congregation paying their amount due. 
So far this year, our response rate has been 63%. 
Please try to meet your per capita obligation early
using the special blue envelope in your box of
offering envelopes.  Thank you!

Monthly Communion: The Worship Team and
Session of Providence Presbyterian Church
approved a motion that we celebrate the
Sacrament of Communion on the first Sunday of
each month.  This decision was made in the belief
that communion represents the foundation of our
Christianity and therefore should be celebrated on
a more regular basis.

June Coffee Fellowship: Remember to join us for a
time of fellowship following the morning worship
service on Sunday, June 5.  Since that Sunday is the
Day of Pentecost, we will be celebrating the
birthday of the Christian Church with a cake.  The
congregation is reminded to wear something red
on that day.

July Baseball: The Fellowship Team will be selling
tickets for the Altoona Curve baseball game
scheduled for Tuesday, July 12.  This year, we will
be able to take advantage of the Curve’s
promotional “2-For Tuesday” with prices of only $6
per ticket!  [See article on the next page.]

Church Picnic: Remember to mark your calendars
for Sunday, July 24, which is the date for our
annual church picnic.  We will again be meeting
under a pavilion at DelGrosso’s Park.  Look for
additional details in next month’s newsletter!

As part of our mission support for the month of
May we sent the following:

Partnership w/Presbytery $ 600
Breezewood Truck $ 300
Meals on Wheels $ 350
Evergreen Manor $ 400
The ROCK Program $ 100



Ethan Little - Altoona Area High School

Carina Shaw - Altoona Area High School and
Greater Altoona Career & Technology Center.  She
would like to pursue a career in Interior Design.

Abby Shoaf - Hollidaysburg High School.  She will
be attending Duquesne University majoring in
Psychology.

Allyson Hayford - Penn State University of Nursing.
She will be working at Hershey Medical Center in
the surgical ICU.

Ashley Hayford - Penn State University with a
major in Journalism and a minor in Political
Science.  She would like to pursue a career in
Political Communications.

Our congregation extends its congratulations and
best wishes to all of these 2022 graduates!

The Congregational Fellowship Team has 26 tickets
for the Altoona Curve baseball game scheduled for
Tuesday, July 12, at 6:00 pm.  Tickets are $6.  Our
church’s renowned men’s group, the Hanging
Curves, will be singing the National Anthem.  A
sign-up sheet will be posted in Fellowship Hall. 
Tickets will be available after the morning worship
service at church on Sunday, June 19, and Sunday,
June 26.

Please mark your calendars for this year’s Vacation
Bible School—“Monumental - Celebrating God’s
Greatness” and will be held from Sunday, June 19,
through Thursday, June 23, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm,
at Providence Church.  VBS is open to all kids three
years old through 6th grade.  Please invite your
family, friends and neighbors to join us for what
will certainly be a great time for all!

Presbyterians in
the Press

Note: Unless otherwise specified, all articles have
appeared int the Altoona Mirror.

Providence Church received some great publicity in
the May 13 Religion section with a ¾-page article
on our new little food pantry.  Jane Falco and
Betsy Gallace were shown in the accompanying
photo as they stocked the pantry, which was
formally dedicated on Sunday, May 15.

Providence Presbyterian
Church’s new little food
pantry is stocked and
ready to go.  The pantry
is conveniently located
adjacent to the sidewalk
on Broad Avenue
between 24th and 25th

Streets.  A separate
compartment in the rear
is used to stock personal
hygiene items.


