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My family has always loved lighthouses.  We have collected various lighthouse figurines, have

lighthouse pictures on our walls and over the years have even visited a few lighthouses.  One was the Fairport

Harbor Lighthouse in Ohio. Kathy and I climbed the 69 steps up a spiral staircase to the observation platform

which is sixty feet above the ground.  The current lighthouse was built in 1871 and was decommissioned in

1925.  In 1945, the third-order Fresnel lens, which provided the light which shone out on Lake Erie, was

moved next door to the former lighthouse keeper’s house.  The house was turned into a maritime museum of

local history.

As we learned about the third-order Fresnel lens and how it helped the Fairport Lighthouse to shine

out over the waters of Lake Erie, it occurred to me that one of the reasons we like lighthouses so much is

because it reminds us of Jesus.  Just as sailors seeking safe passage through dangerous waters welcomed the

sight of a lighthouse to guide them, we also need a light to find our way through a dark and sometimes

dangerous world.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness

but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).  When we put our trust in Jesus for our salvation, he guides us

safely to the Kingdom of God.  Jesus restores us to right relationship with God and gives us new power and

purpose to live a life worthy of the people of God.

While it is true that Jesus is the “light of the world,” Jesus also referred to his disciples using that same

term.  “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hid.  Nor do men light a lamp and put it

under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house.” (Matthew 5:14).  We are called to be like

lighthouses and let the light of Jesus to shine through us so that others lost in the darkness of this world can

find their way to Jesus and the salvation he makes available to all by faith in him.  May we daily ask God to

help us to let his light and his love shine out from our lives.  Have a blessed month.
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, April 18, 2022, regular
Session meeting.)

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed.

Moderator’s Report: Dr. Carole Parsons will be
using the church for her piano recital on Friday,
April 29, at 7:00 pm.

Pastor Braun will be away from the office during
the week of May 9 through May 13.  He will be
attending a PCUSA Credo Sabbath.  No Sunday
worship services will be affected.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): Per Capita
for 2022 has been established at $34.25 per
person, and based on 142 members, our per capita
bill from Huntingdon Presbytery will be $4,863.50,
which is payable in quarterly installments.

For the period ending on March 30, 2022, a total of
$2,721.75 has been paid to our per capita fund. 
This represents a 56% response, or approximately
79 of our 142 members.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through Through
03/30/22 03/30/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $  47,064           $     47,260
Building Rental Income       1,561      9,863
Special Offerings             2,735      1,866
===================================================
Total Income                 $  51,360           $    58,989
Total Expenses                 $  55,880           $    70,753
===================================================
Surplus (Shortfall)                     $    4,520           $      11,764

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): The team
prepared and delivered the college boxes.

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): May 1
is the date for our next coffee fellowship and we
will be serving lemonade in honor of Lemonade
Day.

The men of our church are singing at the Altoona
Curve baseball game on Tuesday, July 12.

The church picnic is scheduled for Sunday, July 24,
at DelGrosso’s Amusement Park.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : At our Soup on Saturday
event in March, we distributed 73 lunches.  We
discussed the possibility of serving the meals inside
the church in the near future.

Our Food Pantry box is now finished and will be
placed outside the church soon.

For the Altoona Food Bank in May, we are asking
for donations of cereal.  In addition, any donation
of nonperishable food is appreciated.

This month we gave the following: Unified Mission,
$1,000; Altoona Domestic Abuse, $500.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): The remaining grant money
of $46.60 will be used to purchase paint and
brushes for the Community Garden.  The church
has received reimbursement for the money spent
on lumber to refurbish the garden beds.  A
schedule has been created for those who have
volunteered to fill the water tanks and cut grass. 
The team is truly thankful for the great response
from our church family for volunteers!

Garden workdays will be held at 8:00 am on the
second Wednesday of each month, weather
permitting.  We will continue to address needs and
change schedules as necessary.

The lamp has been repaired; a big thank-you goes
out to Geoff Geesey for helping us with this!

Garden beds are available for this season—please
see Nancy Woomer.  We are also advertising this
on our church’s electronic message sign.

There will be a strawberries and ice cream treat in
our church parking lot on Saturday, June 18, at
1:30 pm.  There will be outside games, weather



permitting, or if the weather is bad, crafts will be
held under tents.

The Community Library will be opening in May. 
We will give away books and devotionals.

A new supply of promotional postcards and
business cards are here and are ready for use.

Our team and the Congregational Care Team will
continue to explore the idea of providing rides to
the church.

Property (Geoff Geesey): A workday has been
scheduled for Saturday, April 23.

The company that inspects the fire alarm systems
will be here soon to check on them.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): The team
is working on the position for a Children/Youth
Coordinator and will be moving forward with the
process of hiring someone.

On Saturday, May 14, there will be a Women’s Tea.

Worship (Ellie Herbster): The National Day of
Prayer will be observed on Thursday, May 5.  Our
church will be open from 12 noon until 3:00 pm for
anyone who would like to come in that day and
pray.

Our Memorial Day service will be held on Sunday,
May 29.  Les Hart and Ethan Donlan will play for
the prelude and special music; taps will be played
for the postlude.

On Sunday, June 5, the Day of Pentecost and the
sacrament of communion will be observed.  This
will also be the first Sunday of our summer worship
schedule with the service starting at 9:30 am.  The
schedule will continue until September 11, when
we will return to our regular worship service time
of 10:15 am.  Session approved the summer
schedule, with the worship service at 9:30 am and
no Sunday School, from June 5 to September 4.

Our committee discussed asking some of the youth
to help the liturgist or perform special music
during the summer.  We also agreed on adding
ongoing prayer requests to the church bulletin,
and that Pastor Braun acknowledge the offering
before we sing the doxology.  We will look at some
other updates at the start of the new church year.

Per Capita Amount

Just a reminder that the Per Capita amount for
2022 is $34.25 per member.  Last year’s response
to the per capita offering was outstanding with
86% of our congregation paying their amount due. 
So far this year, our response rate has been 56%. 
Please try to meet your per capita obligation early
using the special blue envelope in your box of
offering envelopes.  Thank you!

May Donation Needs

Providence Presbyterian Church is collecting the
following items for Family Services on the second
Sunday of the month.  Items must be left on the
table in the Fellowship Hall no later than Sunday,
May 8, 2022.  Thank You!

Category: Food Items

Canned ham, chicken, tuna
Rice, boxed potatoes

Cold cereal, instant oatmeal, grits
Mayo, ketchup, mustard, jelly

Snack foods
Cake mixes and icing
Individual snack bags
Microwave popcorn

Bottled water
Facial tissues

Watch for a new donation category in the June
newsletter!



Mae Stanek 2
Walter Betar 3
Dylan Hayford 6
Geoff Geesey 12
David Wisor 13
Carol Adams 14
Alyson Hollingsworth 14
Allen Inmon 14
Joan Camberg 16
Dave Carothers 17
Carla Myer 18
Madison Weakland 18
Charyl Gardner 23
Al Holtzinger 23
John Gardner 24
Barb Hazlett 25
Lee Hite 26
Kale Costea 28
Bob Hollingsworth 28
Tammy Shoaf 30
Carol McCracken 31

Russ & Martha Ramsey 1
Doug & Jess Adams 17
Les & Linda Hart 18
John & Debbie Mallow 23
Dave & Patsy Carothers 27

The congregation extends
its heartfelt sympathy to
the family and friends of
Travis B. Young, who
passed away on Sunday,
April 3, 2022.  Trav was the
husband of Carol Young.

The congregation also
extends its sympathies to
the family and friends of
William G. McCracken Jr.,
who passed away on
Sunday, April 17, 2022.  Bill
was the husband of Carol 
McCracken.

Women’s Tea: The YOUTH will be hosting a
Women’s Tea on Saturday, May 14, at 10:30 am. 
All ladies are welcome to join us for a lovely
morning of fellowship.  Please sign up by Sunday,
May 8, if you plan on attending.

Garden News: Thank-you to everyone who
volunteered to help with filling water tanks and
grass cutting.  Some garden beds are still available;
please see Nancy Woomer if you are interested. 

A Saturday in June: Please join us and invite your
friends and neighbors on Saturday, June 18, at
1:30 pm.  This activity will be held in our church
parking lot under the tents.  Strawberries and ice
cream will be our treat.  Weather permitting, we
will have outdoor games.  If the weather is bad, we
will have crafts instead.

New Member: We welcome to the Providence
church family William Moore, who has been
received by Reaffirmation of Faith at our morning
worship service on April 3, 2022.  If you haven’t yet
introduced yourself to Bill, please do so.

May Coffee Fellowship: Remember to join us for a
time of fellowship following the morning worship
service on Sunday, May 1.  Our food and drink will
honor Cinco de Mayo and National Lemonade Day
respectively.  We’ll even have a pin Þata for the
children to enjoy!

The National Day of Prayer
is observed annually on the
first Thursday in May.  This
one-day observance,
designated by the United
States Congress, asks
people “to turn to God in

prayer and meditation.”  This year’s theme is “Exalt
the Lord Who Has Established Us.”  Providence
Presbyterian Church will be open for prayer from
12 noon until 3:00 pm, on Thursday, May 5.  You
are invited to use our sanctuary for prayer on that
day as your schedule allows.



The 23-note
melancholy bugle
call known as “taps”
is thought to be a
revision of a French
bugle signal, called
“Tattoo #8,” that
notified soldiers to
cease an evening’s
drinking and return
to their garrisons.  It
was sounded an hour
before the final
bugle call to end the
day by extinguishing
fires and lights.  The

last 6¼ measures of the tattoo resemble today’s
taps going back to the Civil War the night of 
July 2, 1862.

Let’s go back to the night of July 2, 1862, at the
garrison camp of the Union Army’s Brigadier
General Daniel Butterfield, 3rd Brigade
Commander, located at Harrison Landing, Berkley
Plantation, Virginia.  Butterfield was a lawyer from
Upstate New York.  He knew nothing about music. 
By his own admission, he could not read nor write
music but had this stroke of genius by doing the
following: He took a piece of brown envelope,
marked out the musical staffs and made short and
long dash marks.

Now enters Private Oliver Norton, formerly of
the 83rd PA, who knew music and was assigned to
Butterfield’s Brigade.  Pvt. Norton had no
knowledge of Tattoo #8.  Butterfield gave Norton
the piece of brown envelope and asked him to
decode the long and short dashes.  Butterfield said
he “borrowed the hummed notes to fit the new
occasion.”  Once Norton had played the notes and
lengthened and shortened them while keeping his
original melody, Norton was ordered to play the
new call at the end of each day thereafter.  The
music was heard by other brigades and they
adopted this bugle call.  It was even adopted by
Confederate buglers.  This music was made the
official Army bugle after the Civil War, but not
given the name “taps” until 1874.

What came out of Norton’s interpretation was
the following.  Let’s go back to the last 6¼
measures of Tattoo #8 from Scott’s Manual of
Infantry Tactics.

First: Four of the notes had the so-called
“eye-brow”  !M   and hold the note for about four
to six beats.

Second: Slow down the bugle call of 23 notes

and make a few changes to the pitch of a few
notes.

Third: Take a breath and play exactly as written
and observe the dynamic markings for expression
and,—Voila!  Taps officially lasts 60 seconds in
length.

Taps is now played at burial and memorial
services, to accompany the lowering of the flag and
to signal the “lights out” command at day’s end.

This information was taken from “Celebrating
America’s Freedoms,” U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, Washington, DC.  Research for this
presentation was done and written by U.S. Army
Retired Bandmaster CW4 Josef A. Orosz, Jr., for
“The History of Taps” (150th Anniversary 1862-
2012)

Providence Presbyterian
Church will change the time
of its morning worship
service to 9:30 am from
Sunday, June 5, through
Sunday, September 4. 
There will be no Sunday
School or Junior Church
during the summer
schedule, but the Nursery
will be open and staffed.

The Food Pantry box
is now in place.  The
pantry is available
for all to use as

needed, or to make contributions.  A list of
suggested items may be found on the bulletin
board in Fellowship Hall.  Our committee would
like to thank Ace Hardware, Copy Rite, and Wohler
Construction Company for their contributions.  We
would also like to acknowledge our youth for
shopping for the initial supplies to stock the
pantry.  A dedication service to honor the memory
of Andy Falco will be held at a later date.

We would like to thank the children, youth and
parents for helping with the preparation and
distribution of 73 lunches for our Soup on Saturday
event in March.  They did a great job making
beautiful “God Watches Over You” rainbows that
were included with every lunch.  Our committee
enjoyed having you with us on that day.



A Month of Missions (Continued):

As a part of our mission support for the month of
April, we sent the following:

Unified Missions $ 1,000
Altoona Domestic Abuse $    500

Pentecost Special Offering

The Pentecost Offering is one of four annual
special offerings of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.).  These offerings play an important role in
defining what it means to be a connectional church
in the twenty-first century.  The offerings offer
opportunities for partnership, learning and
witness, and profoundly affect the life of the
church as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love
for the whole church.

This year, we will observe The Day of Pentecost
on Sunday, June 5 (the first Sunday of our summer

schedule).  What we celebrate at Pentecost is
God’s pouring out of the Holy Spirit so that people
of every identity and language can hear a word of
welcome into God’s household.

You will have an opportunity to participate in
this Session-approved special offering.  When you
give to the Pentecost Offering, you are helping to
provide opportunities for young people to grow
and share in their faith in Christ.

Remember that 40% of this offering stays with
our congregation to support local ministries with
children, youth, and young adults.

Won’t you join us?  Please give generously...for
if we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day took
shape amid the backdrop of the U.S. Civil War.
Before it ended, women began decorating the
graves of fallen soldiers.  In 1868, when May 30
was designated as Decoration Day, loved ones
placed flowers on the graves of Union and
Confederate soldiers alike.

By 1882, Decoration Day became known as
Memorial Day, and soldiers who died in other wars
were honored too.  Over time, it became a day to
remember all loved ones who have died—in war
and otherwise.  In 1971, Congress declared
Memorial Day a national holiday to be observed on
the last Monday in May. On Memorial Day, we
pause to remember people who made the ultimate
sacrifice for their country and for our freedom. We
also pray for those who continue serving,
especially those in harm’s way.


