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“There is no place like home, there is no place like home, there is no place like home.”  That is what

Dorothy Gale in the beloved story, The Wizard of Oz, kept repeating as she clicked her ruby slippers three

times.  After running away from home and being transported to the wonderful and sometimes scary magical

land of Oz, Dorothy realized how much she missed home and especially her aunt and uncle.  She realized that

is where she belonged.  After clicking her heels and repeating that phrase, she woke up at home in Kansas

with her aunt and uncle along their good friends surrounding her.  She vowed that she would never run away

again because she missed her loved ones so much.

Another story where the importance of home is emphasized can be found in the movie, The

Hobbit—An Unexpected Journey based on the book The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien. In this story, Bilbo Baggins, a

hobbit, is drafted to go with thirteen dwarves and a wizard named Gandalf to help the dwarves reclaim their

home that had been taken over by the dragon, Smaug.  Bilbo left his comfortable hobbit hole with his favorite

books and his garden to go through many sometimes terrifying adventures to help them reclaim the Lonely

Mountain, their home.  He said at one point, “Look, I know you doubt me, I know you always have. And you're

right... I often think of Bag End. I miss my books, and my armchair, and my garden. See, that's where I belong,

that's home. That's why I came back... 'cause you don't have one, a home. It was taken from you. But I will

help you take it back if I can.”

As we look at the above two examples, we can begin to get an idea of what the word “home” means. 

It is more than merely a house.  It is being with loved ones and knowing that this is a place where you belong.

It is a place where you feel comfortable and safe. Home isn't always easy to define, but you know when you're

there. It is a place all people look for until they find it.

As Christians, we are seeking an even better, permanent home than any we have here in this world.

Hebrews 13:14 says, “For this world is not our permanent home; we are looking forward to a home yet to

come. (NLT)”  For the Christian, any sense of “home” in this world is temporary and fleeting at best.  In John

14:3, Jesus said that although he was going away, he would come back for them, He said he was going to

prepare a room for them in his Father's house.  This room would be our eternal home with Jesus, the Father,

and all the family of God.  He prepared this home by his death and resurrection.  In our present world, despite

its troubles and heartaches, we can find comfort and rest in the promise of our permanent home with God.

Have a joyous celebration of Easter this month.
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, March 21, 2022, regular
Session meeting.)

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed by the Session.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: The next meeting
of Huntingdon Presbytery will be held on Tuesday,
March 29 2022, at Reedsville, and will be both an
in-person and a Zoom meeting.

Moderator’s Report: William Moore will be joining
our church by reaffirmation of faith.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): Per Capita
for 2022 has been established at $34.25 per
person, and based on 142 members, our per capita
bill from Huntingdon Presbytery will be $4,863.50,
which is payable in quarterly installments.

For the period ending on February 28, 2022, a total
of $2,149.00 has been paid to our per capita fund. 
This represents a 44% response, or approximately
63 of our 142 members.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through Through
02/28/22 02/28/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $  33,406           $     34,450
Building Rental Income       1,331         488
Special Offerings             1,365         841
===================================================
Total Income                 $  36,102           $    35,779
Total Expenses                 $  38,734           $    35,266
===================================================
Surplus (Shortfall)                     $     2,632            $          513

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): The team took
communion to five members of our congregation.

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): The
men of our church are singing at the Altoona Curve
baseball game on Tuesday, July 12; we are in the
process of obtaining a block of tickets for that
game.

April 3 is the date for our next coffee fellowship
which will have a theme of loaves and fishes.

The church picnic is scheduled for Sunday, July 24,
at DelGrosso’s Amusement Park.  Details will
follow.  Pastor Braun asked the committee about
their policy on bringing guests.  Glenn said he
would bring this up at their next meeting.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : At our Soup on Saturday
event in February, we distributed 43 lunches.  Food
that was prepared, but not used at this event, was
taken to local shelters for distribution.

We will be removing the current Soup on Saturday
sign outside and will replace it with a new sign,
which will be placed outside on the week of the
event.  In addition, we will have the Soup on
Saturday information on our electronic sign.

We are building a Food Pantry box which will be
placed outside the church.  This box was made in
memory of Andy Falco.

The Mission Team is exploring the possibility of
replacing the slide-up doors located at the serving
counters in the upstairs kitchen.

For the Altoona Food Bank in April, we are asking
for donations of canned soups and saltine crackers. 
In addition, any donation of nonperishable food is
appreciated.

There will be minute for missions presented in
April for the One Great Hour of Sharing.

This month we gave the following: Unified Mission,
$1,000; World Mission, $500.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): Work continues in the
Community Garden with the replacing of the 23
beds that are in need.  Inclement weather has
forced cancellation of the March 12 workday.  The
rain date is Saturday, March 19.  We continue to



search for help with water tank and grass cutting
volunteers.  The garden is scheduled to open at the
end of April or the beginning of May pending good
weather conditions and the conclusion of the bed
replacement project.

The next activity will be on Saturday, April 16, with
a Family Movie, snack, and beverage.  This will
start at 1:30 pm.

Updated postcards and business cards have been
purchased.  Our thanks to Jen Braun for her
assistance with this.

Volunteer rides to church is still an open item and
the Congregational Care Team is also investigating
in this area.  Several ideas are under consideration.

Our team highlighted the importance of targeting
children, youth and young families.  These three
age groups are needed within our church family.

We want to thank B.J. Crownover for continuing to
deliver items each month to Family Services.

Property (Geoff Geesey): We need to replace one
of the two pumps in the boiler room.  This will cost
about $2,200, but is essential to our heating
system, and this work will be scheduled.

Altoona Roofing has been here to replace the
heating wires on the roof that are used to melt the
ice near the edges.

A mechanic has been working on the large
overhead door between the sanctuary and the
Fellowship Hall.  He will return soon to continue
with this project.

Geoff thinks he has found a method to repair the
Memorial Light in the Community Garden.  He will
try those repairs in an attempt to save the light.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): The team
is discussing the qualifications for a youth director. 
For now, the position would require ten hours a
week at a salary of $10,000 per year.  Preliminary
guidelines for this job have been established.

Worship (Ellie Herbster): Terri Kokemuller will be
our liturgist in March and Mark Leberfinger will be
the liturgist in April.  Sue Slep and Gaylend Young
will be the ushers in March.  Acolyte training will
take place on Sunday, March 27.

Megan Burchfield will do the Children’s Message
on Sunday, March 20, April 3, May 8, and June 19.

Ellie will bring information to our next Session
meeting regarding software that would enable our
church to make phone calls to our congregation for
cancelling a Sunday morning worship service.

Our committee decided to give the congregation a
choice between tulips and mums for Easter since
some of the more fragrant flowers (such as lilies)
cause adverse allergic reactions.  Palm crosses will
be distributed on Palm Sunday.  In addition, 20
large palms were ordered for the sanctuary.

We discussed youth involvement in the morning
worship service as well as when we could schedule
a Youth Sunday.

Church Lenten Calendar:

April 10, Palm Sunday - Procession with
palms.  An Easter egg hunt for the
children will take place after the
morning worship service.

April 14, Maundy Thursday - Service will be
at 7:00 pm.  The communion table
will be stripped at the end of the
service accompanied by music from
the handbell choir.

April 17, Easter Sunday - There will be a
community Sunrise Service at the
Wopsononock Mountain overlook at
6:30 am.  If you wish to attend, you
can park at the First Church of Christ
on Juniata Gap Road, and there will
be a shuttle to take you to the
overlook.  The Easter service at
Providence Presbyterian Church
will be at 10:15 am.

April 24, Holy Humor Sunday

Looking Ahead:

May 5, National Day of Prayer

June 5, Pentecost Sunday

June 19 to June 22, Vacation Bible School -
This year’s theme: “Monumental:
Celebrating God’s Greatness”



The congregation extends
its heartfelt sympathy to
the family and friends of
Roderick ‘Roddy’ Ross
Thompson, who died on
Monday, February 7, 2022. 
Roddy was the grandson of
Carol Wyerman.

Per Capita Amount

Just a reminder that the Per Capita amount for
2022 is $34.25 per member.  Last year’s response
to the per capita offering was outstanding with
86% of our congregation paying their amount due. 
Please try to meet your per capita obligation early
using the special blue envelope in your box of
offering envelopes.

April Donation Needs

Providence Presbyterian Church is collecting the
following items for Family Services on the second
Sunday of the month.  Items must be left on the
table in the Fellowship Hall no later than Sunday,
April 10, 2022.  Thank You!

Category: Household Items

High-efficiency laundry detergent
Bedding sheet sets: twin or full

Pillows
Towels and washcloths
Dishcloths and towels

Bathroom rugs
Shower curtains

Plastic food handling gloves
Shower gel

Pots, pans, dishes, silverware
Small appliances

Watch for a new donation category in the May
newsletter!

Presbyterians
in the Press

[Note: Unless otherwise stated, all articles and
photographs listed here have appeared in the
Altoona Mirror.]

The Blair County Arts Foundation presented its
gala, “A Night for the Mishler,” on March 12.  The
accompanying article for this event appeared in
the February 26-27 Life section and referenced
Jane Hite, the event chairman.

The March 5-6 issue featured a full-page Thank
You to all the supporters of the 2021 Season of
Sharing.  Altoona Mirror publisher Dan Slep
appeared in the photo of the check presentation.

A Business Insight section ran in the March 21
edition with an article about the Blair County
Home Garden & Healthy Living Showcase.  In the
photo and quoted in the section, Jimmy Burchfield
is shown as the Showcase Committee co-chair.  Jim
was also seen on television in a WTAJ-TV news
piece.  This year, the show will move to a new
venue: the Blair County Convention Center.

Sunday, April 3 - “Fishes and Loaves” themed
coffee fellowship immediately following the
morning worship service

Sunday, June 19 through Thursday, June 23 -
Vacation Bible School; This year’s theme:
“Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness”

Tuesday, July 12 - Altoona Curve baseball game
with our men singing the National Anthem

Sunday afternoon, July 24 - Church picnic at
DelGrosso’s Amusement Park



Hannah Donlan 1
Wanda Weakland 3
Jennifer Larrimore 4
Lilyahna Wisor 5
Ethan Little 7
Nancy Nevling 7
Les Hart 12
Cameron Lynch 13
Rory Larrimore 16
Kathy Braun 17
Alyssa Conway 23
Cora Nelson 27
Abby Shoaf 30
Alecea Wisor 30

Bruce & Barb Hazlett 3
Dan & Kathy Slep 22
Jim & Megan Burchfield 25
Rob & Brigitte Donlan 28

2022 Easter Services

Providence Church will celebrate Palm Sunday and
Easter Sunday morning worship services on April
10 and April 17 respectively.  Both services will
begin at 10:15 am.

A Maundy Thursday communion service will be
held on April 14, at 7:00 pm.

Easter Egg Hunt

The youth are in need if wrapped candy to fit
inside the Easter eggs for the annual Easter Egg
Hunt on Sunday, April 10.  Please place the candy
in the Fellowship Hall by Sunday, April 3.  Thank
you for your candy donation!

All children through sixth grade are invited to join
us immediately following the morning worship
service for an Easter Egg Hunt on April 10.

by Jane Yerty

Garden Update

We are incredibly thankful to our church family for
all the help in replacing 23 beds in our Community
Garden.  Weather was not kind to us in holding our
workdays, but so many of you were flexible and
willing to come at various times to complete the
work.  Things look so much better and are ready
for the planting season.  Hopefully we can replace
the wood on the remainder of the beds during the
fall.  Again, a big thank you from the Outreach
Team.

This month we will be pulling together details and
schedules for those who have volunteered to help
fill the water tanks, cut grass, and weed eat. 
Details to come.  If you are still interested in
helping but have not yet given us your name,
please talk with Jane Yerty or Nancy Woomer.

Anyone new interested in reserving a bed to plant
should see Nancy Woomer.  The garden will open
near the end of April or the beginning of May as
the weather permits.

Family Movie

Our next activity day will be a family appropriate
movie on Saturday, April 16, at 1:30 pm.  Snacks
and beverages will be provided.  This is a low stress
time for you to invite your neighbors and friends to
come for a fun family friendly program.

Invite

The Outreach Team is always open to those who
would like to help and/or become involved.  You
are welcome to join our Team and/or just jump in
for a specific project that interests you.  Meetings
are on the first Wednesday of the month at noon
in the Fellowship Hall.


