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Have you ever noticed when grocery shopping that the item you are looking for is invariably on the top

shelf making it difficult to reach?  Now, that might not be a problem if you are tall, but if you are short like my

wife, Kathy, it presents a challenge.  Usually, she carries a small, expandable bear claw to edge the item to the

end of the shelf to try and reach it.  One day as she was trying to do this, completely focused on the task of

trying to pull the item forward, she failed to notice at first a kind stranger behind her.  This kind person

offered to help, which Kathy gratefully accepted.

 

The above story reminds me of a similar time in Matthew 14.  The disciples faced an even more

challenging situation than the problem at the grocery store.  Upon hearing about the death of John the

Baptist, Jesus and his disciples had withdrawn to a secluded place.  The crowds had followed them, and Jesus

had begun to teach them.  It was getting late in the day and the crowd was getting hungry.  The disciples

recommended to Jesus that he send the crowd away to nearby villages to find something to eat.  Jesus

responded, “You give them something to eat.”  The disciples were in a quandary.  All they could find was a

small boy’s lunch, but what was that compared to the crowd that numbered over 5000?  All the disciples

could see was their lack, when next to them was the One who could not only multiply bread, but was the

Bread of Life, Himself.

Just as Kathy was not aware at first of the kind person behind her and the disciples forgot who was

with them to meet challenges, we too can focus on what we lack in our lives and fail to be aware of the

presence of Jesus with us in our situations.  We need to ask Him to help us gain his perspective.  He has

promised to never leave us or forsake us.  He is an ever present help no matter what we are facing.  May this

realization of his presence grant you peace today and always.
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, February 21, 2022, regular
Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: The clerk reported on two
membership changes: Bill Weigley passed away on
Wednesday, February 2, 2022; Mark Leberfinger
joined our church on Sunday, January 30.

It was brought to the attention of Session that
some members of our congregation, for various
reasons, may be having difficulty reading the
church newsletter now that it is sent online. 
Session discussed this matter and decided that 30
extra copies of each month’s newsletter will be
printed and placed in the literature racks at the
rear of the sanctuary.  We will monitor how many
are taken and adjust the number of printed copies
accordingly.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed by the Session.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: The next meeting
of Huntingdon Presbytery will be held on Tuesday,
March 22, 2022, at Reedsville, and will be an in-
person meeting.  Pastor Braun asked if one of our
Session members would consider attending this
meeting as our church’s representative.

Nominating Committee Report: Geoff Geesey
asked the clerk to confirm those Session members
whose terms expire this year.

Moderator’s Report: The issue of donations to the
church in memory of loved ones was discussed.  It
was decided that family members were entitled to
know the total amount of all donations received,
and that the family would have three months to
designate a particular way the monies should be
used, if they wished to make such a designation.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): Per Capita
for 2022 has been established at $34.25 per
person, and based on 142 members, our per capita
bill from Huntingdon Presbytery will be $4,863.50,
which is payable in quarterly installments.

For the period ending on January 30, 2022, a total
of $1,410.50 has been paid to our per capita fund. 
This represents an 29% response, or approximately
41 of our 142 members.

The 2022 vs. 2021 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through Through
01/30/22 01/30/21

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $  16,091           $    14,392
Building Rental Income       1,125        200
Special Offerings             1,095        430
===================================================
Total Income                 $  18,311           $    15,022
Total Expenses                 $  21,083           $    16,401
===================================================
Shortfall                 $    2,772            $       1,379

The committee revised their “Responsibilities of
the Finance & Stewardship Team” document and
forwarded a PDF copy to Pastor Braun, the Session
clerk, and our office administrator.

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): The team is
working on college boxes which will be sent to our
students at finals time.

Congregational Fellowship (Glenn Nelson): Pastor
Braun and his family expressed their enjoyment of
the pastor’s ten-year celebration, which was held
following worship on Sunday, February 6.

Steve Parsons will contact DelGrosso’s Amusement
Park to schedule the church picnic for the fourth
Sunday in July (July 24).

Our team is planning on doing at least one Curve
baseball game and also thinking of some other
activities for the future.

March 6 is the date for our next coffee fellowship
which will have a St. Patrick’s Day theme.

Mission (Elaine Bender) : At our Soup on Saturday
event in January, we distributed 54 lunches.  We
discussed removing the current sign outside for
this event.  Kimberly will display the date and time



for these events on our church’s outdoor
electronic sign.  We will also display an outdoor
sign the morning of the event and remove it after
lunches are distributed.  The sign we are currently
using will be placed in storage.

For the Altoona Food Bank in March, we are asking
for donations of sides for meals, such as packets of
rice and noodle dishes.  In addition, any donation
of nonperishable food is appreciated.

The team wants to create a Blessing Box made with
donations given in memory of Andy Falco.  The box
will be placed in front of the church and will
contain food items and personal care products. 
Our hope is that it would be filled by members of
our congregational and that the items would be
free to those in need.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): Family Game Day was held
on Saturday, February 19, from 1:30 to 3:00 pm.  It
included a snack and a beverage and a book
giveaway.  The next activity will be on Saturday,
April 16, with a movie, snack, and beverage.

We renewed our Christian Video License at a cost
of $260.95.

The team is soliciting help from the congregation in
several areas of Community Garden to prepare for
the 2022 season.  The willing assistance of our
church family is so much appreciated and helps not
to overburden our team.  Here are some needs:

First: A workday on Saturday, March 12, at 8:00 am
to prepare and install wood on 23 beds.  Boards
are already purchased and painted.  Jobs are
available for all skill levels.  (Inclement weather
date will be on Saturday, March 19.)

Second: We need volunteers to fill the water tanks. 
Last year, we had a wonderful response and
participants only had to do this twice per season. 
This, of course, depends on the amount of rain
received.

Third: We are looking for volunteers to cut grass
and weed-eat in the garden area.  Equipment is
available in the church garage.  This could certainly
be done while the water tanks are filling.

We are very appreciative of the generous donation
from our church family to Blair County Community
Action Program’s “Point in Time” count for

sheltered and unsheltered homeless in Blair
County.

Pending: Updating business cards and postcards to
advertise our ministries.  The status of rides to
church is still under investigation.

A review of age demographics at our church
indicates that we need to be planning for our
future with an emphasis on bringing in young
people and young families.

Property (Geoff Geesey): Geoff had a contractor at
the church today to work on some issues with the
church’s phone system.

The Fellowship Hall is in need of a new floor and
repainting of the walls.  We are also considering
replacement of the exterior wood sanctuary doors.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): There
were 17 young people in attendance at the
Painting Party that was held on February 20; this
party was a success and all had a wonderful time.

In March, the youth will help out with the Soup on
Saturday event.  In April, there will be an Easter
Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday (April 10).

Worship: Glenn Nelson will be our liturgist in
February and Terri Kokemuller will be our liturgist
in March.  Geoff Geesey and David Brownell will be
the ushers in February.

Rick Herbster thanked those who contributed to
the Advent season services.  It was suggested that
next year, to emphasize the coming of Jesus, we
could light the side candles during the Christmas
Eve service, but bring in the light for the Christ
candle.  We also need more light in the luminaries.

Our next communion service will be on Sunday, 
February 27, Transfiguration of the Lord.

Asa Carns does not feel that he has the time to do
the Lenten Concert this year.  Instead, we are
considering some extra music during the Sunday
morning worship service.

Pastor Braun is looking into a company that will
handle a phone chain in the event we need to
contact our congregation for a cancellation of the
worship service.  We now have two “evergreen
sermons” for standbys in case Pastor Braun might



be suddenly unavailable on a Sunday.

Megan Burchfield will handle the Children’s
Messages on January 16, February 13, March 20,
April 3, May 8, and June 19.  Special music has
been arranged for February 13 - Abby Burchfield,
and February 20 - Wopsononock Winds.

Church Lenten Calendar:

March 2, Ash Wednesday - Service will be 
at 6:00 pm, with choir practice
following.  There will be the
imposition of ashes at this service.

April 10, Palm Sunday - Pastor Braun will
check on obtaining palms.

April 14, Maundy Thursday - Service will be
at 7:00 pm.  The communion table
will be stripped at the end of the
service accompanied by music from
the handbell choir.

April 15, Good Friday - The team discussed
not having this service during the
pandemic and instead having a joint
service at a park this summer.

April 17, Easter Sunday - Service will be at
10:15 am.  Pastor will check with
Kimberly about Easter flowers.

It was suggested that we try to get more youth
involved in the worship services.

There was a question concerning the readability of
the slides on the sanctuary monitors during the
morning worship service.  Barry Gaut will discuss a
solution with Kimberly, who prepares the slides.

Old Business: There was only one response to the
“Be a Friend” program, which dealt with the
complex issue of human trafficking.  Pastor Braun
will promote this program again in a couple of
months using a more focused presentation.

New Business: We discussed the possibility of
hiring a youth program coordinator.  Items to
consider are part time vs full time, duties, and a
pay scale.  Session agreed the need is there and
that it’s an excellent idea.  Ellie Herbster, Jeanie
Mollica, and Jane Yerty volunteered to form a
group to research this idea.

Another related suggestion is that our church
should check into joining an Awana program in
partnership with another church.

We currently don’t have many people watching
our live stream on You Tube.  Would it be a good
idea to put an ad in the Altoona Mirror to promote
our live stream video?  What about a commercial
on the internet?  One idea that we can do without
cost is place information about our live stream on
our outdoor electronic sign, which we will do.

At our Soup on Saturday event in January, we
distributed 54 lunches. Thanks to all who give so
generously each month.  Our next event will be
held on Saturday, March 19, 2022.

As part of our mission support for the month of
February, we gave to the following:

Unified Mission $ 1,000
Altoona Teen Shelter   $ 500

In March, we are asking for donations of sides for
meats, such as envelopes of rice or noodle dishes
for the Altoona Food Bank, although donations of
any non-perishable food item would also be
greatly appreciated.

Per Capita Amount

Just a reminder that the Per Capita amount for
2022 is $34.25 per member.

Last year’s response to the per capita offering was
outstanding with 86% of our congregation paying
their amount due.  Please try to meet your per
capita obligation early using the special blue
envelope in your box of offering envelopes.



March Donation Needs

Providence Presbyterian Church is collecting the
following items for Family Services on the second
Sunday of the month.  Items must be left on the
table in the Fellowship Hall no later than Sunday,
March 13, 2022.  Thank You!

Category: Cleaning Products

All-purpose cleaners & degreasers
Lysol® & Lysol® wipes

Large garbage bags
Rubber gloves & cleaning cloths

Mr. Clean® Magic Eraser
Mops, brooms & dust pans

High-efficiency laundry detergent
Toilet bowl cleaner

Window cleaner
Dishwasher pods
Dish liquid soap

Watch for a new donation category in the April
newsletter!

The congregation extends
its heartfelt sympathy to
the family and friends of
William P. ‘Bill’ Weigley,
who passed away on
Wednesday, February 2,
2022, at UPMC Altoona.
Bill is survived by his wife
Barbara and was a 50-year
member of Providence 
Presbyterian Church.

Thank You!

My family and I would like to thank everyone for
the cards, prayers, love, and support during Bill’s
illness and passing.

Barb Weigley and Family

Bobbie Gibboney 1
Elaine Kilgore 2
Dan Slep 2
Lois McLaughlin 3
Louise Albright 6
Jane Carothers 6
Denny Nevling 6
Kylee Shoaf 11
Brigitte Donlan 12
Janelle Yerty 13
Joan Conway 13
Vaida Stanek 18
Debra Wedge 18
Bruce Hazlett 22
Donna Yeisley 22
Jim Carothers 24
Ashley Mollica 27

Harlan & Dee Schnarrs 19

2022 Church Flowers

If you would like to remember loved ones or a
special event, please sign the 2022 Flower
Calendar located in the 24th Street hallway,
adjacent to the Fellowship Hall. The cost is fifty
dollars ($50) for two vases.

Coupon Clippers

The next box of coupons will be sent during the
first week of March.  Remember to separate food
from non-food.  Coupons are good for six months
past the expiration date.

Acolyte Training

The rescheduled acolyte training will take place on
Sunday, March 6, at 9:15 am, in the sanctuary.  All
children five years old and up who would like to be
an acolyte are encouraged to attend.



Presbyterians
in the Press

[Note: Unless otherwise stated, all articles and
photographs listed here have appeared in the
Altoona Mirror.]

The January 29-30 Life section ran a photo of the
players in Altoona Community Theatre’s
production of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Great
Gatsby.”  Jake Herbster is shown as the actor
playing Nick Carraway in the play, which ran from
February 10 through 13, at the Mishler Theatre.

Les Hart wrote a letter to the sports Mailbag
section on February 12-13.  Les expressed his
opinion on the choice of venue for the 2022
Winter Olympics.

There will be an Ash Wednesday Service on March
2, at 6:00 pm.  The service will include the
imposition of ashes.

We welcome our newest
member, Mark Leberfinger, to
Providence Church!  Mark has
been received by Reaffirmation
of Faith at our morning worship
service on January 30, 2022.  He

can be seen in the church choir and, as we get
closer to Easter, in the handbell choir.

Pastor Braun and his family came to Providence
Church in February 2012.  On
Sunday, February 6, the church
celebrated his 10th anniversary
with an ice cream social in the
Fellowship Hall following the
worship service.  The event was
well attended and the ice
cream sundaes were delicious!

Preseason Workday

Our initial project is to replace 23 beds where the
wood is no longer in good shape.  We are thankful
to Bruce Hazlett and Nancy Woomer for obtaining
and painting all the lumber.  Volunteer help is
needed on Saturday, March 12, to apply plastic,
assemble the beds, and install them.  The plan is to
begin at 8:00 am.  (In case of inclement weather,
we will try for Saturday, March 19.)  Lunch will be
provided.  All hands and skills levels are welcome. 
Tools needed are battery powered drills, scissors
or utility knives to cut plastic, and staple guns. 
Please see Jane Yerty or Bruce Hazlett if you have
any questions.

In-Season Help Needed

Last year, we had a crew who was willing to fill the
water tanks for us.  This was a great help to our
team.  If you would be willing to participate again,
please let Jane Yerty or Nancy Woomer know.  We
are also happy to welcome new “tank fillers” to
our crew.  Instructions will be provided.  We use a
rotating schedule and you will be called when
tanks are half full.  Rain certainly influences the
number of times this is needed; 2021 volunteers
took two turns during the season.

Grass and weeds grow around our gardens, just as
they continue to grow at your home.  We are also
looking for volunteers to cut grass or weed-eat in
the garden areas.  A lawn mower and battery
powered weed eater is available in the church’s
garage.  One possibility is this chore could be done
while the tanks are filling.  Please let us know if you
would be willing to help with this job.

Please prayerfully consider if you can be of help in
any of these areas.



One Great Hour of Sharing

One Great Hour of Sharing is the single largest way
that Presbyterians join together to share God’s
love with our neighbors-in-need around the world. 
Each gift helps to improve the lives of people in
challenging situations through three impactful
programs:

ì Rebuilding Hope — Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (Receives 32% of funds raised)

This program works alongside communities as they
recover and find hope after the devastation of
natural or human-caused disasters.

í Growing Food Security — Presbyterian Hunger
Program (Receives 36% of funds raised)

Takes action to alleviate hunger and the systemic
causes of poverty so all may be fed.

î Partnering in Progress — Self-Development of
People (Receives 32% of funds raised)

Invests in communities responding to their
experiences of racism, oppression, poverty, and
injustice and educates Presbyterians about the
impact of these societal ills.

Around the world, millions of people lack access to
sustainable food sources, clean water, sanitation,
education and opportunity.  The three programs

outlined above are supported by One Great Hour
of Sharing (OGHS), and they all work in different
ways to serve individuals and communities in need. 
From initial disaster response to ongoing
community development, their work fits together
to provide people with safety, sustenance, and
hope.

Received during the season of Lent (March 2 to
April 17), each gift to OGHS helps to improve the
lives of people in these challenging situations.  The
Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with
our neighbors in need.  In fact, OGHS is the single,
largest way that Presbyterians come together
every year to work for a better world.

If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!

A Prayer for Lent

This year, Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent,
falls on March 2. During worship services that day,
pastors in many Christian churches dip a finger in
ashes (often made by burning branches from the
previous Palm Sunday) and make a cross on
parishioners’ foreheads.

Why ashes? Traditionally, they’re a sign of
mourning, humiliation and penitence. Ashes also
represent the frailty and temporary nature of
human life (“You are dust, and to dust you shall
return,” Genesis 3:19). Christians are pained
because our sins led to Jesus’ death. With
repentant hearts, we begin the season of Lent,
knowing that it leads to Jesus’ resurrection on
Easter Sunday.

For Ash Wednesday — and throughout the 40 days
of Lent — ponder this prayer from an Italian
sacramentary, or liturgical book: “O God, you know
how fragile is our human nature, wounded as it is
by sin. Help your people to enter upon the Lenten
journey strengthened by the power of your word,
so that we may be victorious over the seduction of
the Evil One and reach the paschal feast in the joy
of the Holy Spirit.”


