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For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand

and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.—Isaiah 43:13

As most of you already know, I am a Civil War enthusiast.  My interest in the Civil War includes not only battles

and weapons, but also notable persons of that time.  One such person was Harriet Tubman.  She was born and raised in

slavery in eastern Maryland, but made her escape via the underground railroad in 1849.  When she first reached the

North, she said later, “When I found I had crossed that line, I looked at my hands to see if I was the same person.  There

was such a glory over everything; the sun came like gold through trees, and over the fields, and I felt like I was in

Heaven”.

Tubman was not satisfied with her own freedom, however.  During a span of ten years, she made 19 return trips

to the South and helped deliver at least 300 fellow slaves.  She once proudly pointed out to fellow abolitionist, Frederick

Douglass, that in all her journeys she "never lost a single passenger."  Her guidance of so many won her the nickname of

Moses for leading people to “the promised land,” or freedom.

Tubman became a friend of many of the best-known abolitionists and their sympathizers.  John Brown referred

to her in his letters as "one of the best and bravest persons on this continent.  During the Civil War, she served as a

nurse, laundress, and spy with Union forces along the coast of South Carolina.  Tubman became the first woman to lead

a major military operation in the United States when she and company of African American Union soldiers rescued

more than 700 slaves in the Combahee Ferry Raid during the Civil War.  After the war, she made her home in Auburn,

New York, and, despite numerous honors, spent her last years in poverty.  It was not until 30 years after the war that

she was granted a government pension in recognition of her work for the Federal Army.

Tubman's friends and fellow abolitionists claimed that the source of her strength came from her faith in God as

deliverer and protector of the weak.  Fellow abolitionist Thomas Garrett said of her, "I never met any person of any

color who had more confidence in the voice of God."  Tubman said she would listen carefully to the voice of God as she

led slaves north, and she would only go where she felt God was leading her.  She said always told God, “I’m going to

hold steady on you, and you’ve got to see me through.”

While we will probably never have to face a situation like that of Harriet Tubman, God still calls to face difficult

situations that confront us each day.  To be able to do this we need to exhibit the same faith that Tubman did when she

prayed that she would “hold steady” on God.  What does it mean to “hold steady” on God?  A verse from the 43rd

chapter of Isaiah can help us to understand and apply this to our lives.  In verse 13, God says through the prophet, “I am

the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, ‘Do not fear; I will help you’” God has given us the

promise that he holds on to us and calls us to hold on to him.  As we do so, God will enable us to not fear, but trust him

to face the challenges that face us.

It is my prayer for you is that as you hold steady to God you will experience God’s promise to “see you through”

just as Harriet Tubman did.  Have a God blessed month of February.
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By Barb Hazlett

(Note: The following highlights are taken from the
minutes of the Monday, January 17, 2022, regular
Session meeting.)

Clerk’s Report: Ella Kemberling passed away on
Tuesday, January 11, 2022.

Barb Hazlett was elected as clerk of Session for
2022; Jane Carothers was elected as treasurer for
2022 (pending her approval); and Barry Gaut was
elected as president for 2022.

Barb shared figures from the age distribution
report that she files with Huntingdon Presbytery. 
Session discussed these numbers, then approved
her report.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was
distributed and discussed by the Session.

Huntingdon Presbytery Report: The next meeting
of Huntingdon Presbytery will be held on Saturday,
January 29, 2022, and will be a Zoom meeting. 
Geoff Geesey has tentatively agreed to be our 
Session delegate at this meeting.

Nominating Committee Report: Barry Gaut and
Geoff Geesey were elected as the two Session
members to serve on our 2022 Nominating
Committee.

Moderator’s Report: Mark Leberfinger will be
joining as a member at Providence Church.

Pastor Braun updated the Session on his health.

Session Team Reports (Chair)

Finance & Stewardship (Barry Gaut): For the
period ending on December 30, 2021, a total of
$4,555.16 has been paid to our per capita fund. 
This represents an 86% response, or approximately

119 of our 139 members.  This is an outstanding
response and leaves only $748 unpaid by the
congregation.  The 86% figure compares very
favorably with last year’s per capita response rate
of 74% and the 2019 response rate of 70%.

Our use of the KLW Enterprises “Time and Talent”
materials ended with the 2021 stewardship
program; the committee decided to create new
documents for the 2022 campaign.  The theme of
the new program is “Presenting our commitment
to God” which is based on Proverbs 16:3, “Commit
to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will
succeed.” (NIV) A letter, estimate of giving card,
and an “Understanding Stewardship” brochure
were mailed out in October 2021, with a
Stewardship Sunday dedication on November 7.

As you can see from the following table, total
giving in 2021 was very generous, especially given
the environment we’re currently living in.  The
2021 vs. 2020 Monthly Financial Summary is
summarized below:

Through Through
12/30/21 12/30/20

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Congregational Giving $204,803            $ 208,234
Building Rental Income (*)     72,965     3,584
Special Offerings             8,478     6,668
===================================================
Total Income               $ 286,246            $ 218,486
Total Expenses               $ 266,244            $ 205,973
===================================================
Surplus               $   20,002            $     12,513

(*) Includes donations for garage and building repairs in 2021

To date, we have received 36 pledges totaling
$119,004 for the 2022 stewardship campaign.

Congregational Care (Gail Irwin): Starting in
January 2022, we will again be able to sign birthday
cards that will be available on a table in the
Fellowship Hall.  Please take just a couple of
minutes to sign these cards that will be mailed to
our members and friends!

Mission (Elaine Bender) : We received $695 for the
Christmas Joy Offering.

Jane Falco would like to use the Andy Falco
Memorial Fund to install an outdoor food pantry. 
Elaine Bender has some pictures of an outdoor
pantry that she will share with Session at their next
meeting.   Betsy Gallace has purchased a cabinet
and is adapting it for this purpose.  We will ask



Session for approval to erect in near the front of
our church where it can be seen from Broad
Avenue and by those entering the church.  This will
make it easier to ensure the cabinet is restocked.

In December, we distributed 61 lunches at the
Soup on Saturday event.  For 2021, we distributed
a total of 771 bagged lunches.

During the month of February, we are asking for
donations of egg noodles, cans of tuna, and
mushroom soup for the Altoona Food Bank,
although donations of any non-perishable food
item would be greatly appreciated.

Session approved the following dates in 2022 for
the four special offerings of the PCUSA: One Great
Hour of Sharing, March 2 through April 17;
Pentecost, April 18 through June 5; Peace and
Global Witness, September 4 through October 2;
and Christmas Joy, November 27 through
December 18.

Outreach (Jane Yerty): Wood has been purchased
to repair and repaint 23 garden beds needing
attention.  Thanks to Bruce Hazlett and Nancy
Woomer for all their work.  Grant money was used
to partially fund this work; $46.60 remains from
the $800 grant.

There will be a garden workday on Saturday,
March 12, to assemble and install the beds.  The
rain date will be on Saturday, March 19.  Our
church family will be asked for assistance and
lunch will be provided by the Outreach Team.

Our team is receiving monetary gifts from the
congregation to provide the Blair County
Community Action program for counting the
sheltered and unsheltered homeless people in Blair
County.

We have set a goal to have an outreach activity for
the community every other month starting with
February.  This activity will be scheduled on the
third Saturday of the month following the Soup on
Saturday event.  Thanks go out to the Mission
Team for including flyers that advertise our events. 
This has been a great help in reaching out to new
people.  The first activity in 2022 will be the Family
Game and Puzzle Day on Saturday, February 19,
from 1:30 to 3:00 pm.  It will include snacks,
beverage, and a book giveaway.

In the works/under consideration: Home Bible
study, status of rides to the church, decision on a
yard sale, purchase of a movie license, updating
postcards/business cards and opening a library in
April 2022.

Property (Geoff Geesey): Removal of the old
speakers that are mounted in the sanctuary and
the Fellowship Hall has been accomplished.

Riley Plumbing is scheduled to check on our boiler
system, which is making noises.  Our snow blower
is not working; Fiore’s will pick it up and repair it.

It was agreed by Session that the Fellowship Hall is
in need of repainting.  There are some other items
that need repairing and/or replacement in that
area, and our committee will coordinate all that
work using funds designated for that purpose.

Spiritual Enhancement (Jeanie Mollica): Vacation
Bible School for 2022 will be held from Sunday,
June 19, through Thursday, June 23.

Parents’ Night Out will be held on Saturday,
January 22.  For February, the team is trying to
schedule a painting activity for the kids.  In March,
we might involve the youth in making something
for the Soup on Saturday event.  We will have an
Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, April 10.  For
May, we are considering a women’s tea.  We also
discussed planting flowers again with Jim
Burchfield in early May.

There will be acolyte training on Sunday, January
30, during the Sunday school hour.

Old Business: We need to follow up on finding
people to transport members who needs rides to
and from the church.

Pastor Braun encouraged all Session members to
make certain that they have a job description for
their teams.

New Business: The recent cancellation of our
morning worship service reminded Session of the
need for an efficient way to quickly contact our
members.  Pastor Braun talked about such a
service and will investigate its possible use at our
chuch.



At our Soup on Saturday
event in December, we
distributed 61 lunches.
Thanks to all who gave so
generously of their time,
food and monetary
donations in 2021—we
were able to distribute 771
lunches during the year.  A

sign-up sheet will be posted in Fellowship Hall for
donations toward our next event, which will be
held on Saturday, February 19, 2022.

A special thanks to John and Betsy Gallace for
donating a large steamer pot for our kitchen.

We received offerings of $695 for our Christmas
Joy Offering.

As part of our mission support for the month of
January, we gave to the following:

Unified Mission $ 1,000
World Mission   $ 500

In February 2022, we are asking for donations of
egg noodles, cans of tuna, and cream of mushroom
soup for the Altoona Food Bank, although
donations of any non-perishable food item would
also be greatly appreciated.

February Donation Needs

Providence Presbyterian Church is collecting the
following items for Family Services on the second
Sunday of the month.  Items must be left on the
table in the Fellowship Hall no later than Sunday,
February 13, 2022.  Thank You!

Category: Paper Products & Medications

A+D® Diaper Rash Cream
Vicks VapoRub®

Neosporin®
Pepto Bismol™

Antacids
Cough Drops
Toilet Paper
Paper towels
Facial tissues

Disinfect Wipes

Freddie Stanek 1
Laighla Wisor 1
Rusty Yerty 1
Brad Slep 5
Lundyn Treese 6
Dewey Adams 7
Lee Fagley 7
Jake Herbster 7
Carol Gillespie 8
Russell Ramsey 8
Brad Settle 15
Travis Young 15
Richie Slep 16
Jess Adams 19
Flo Tucker-Hammel 20
Bill Weigley 20
B.J. Crownover 22
Doug Adams 23
Joanne Helsel 23
Sammy Zeigler 28

Willie & Sue Stephens 24

2022 Church Flowers

If you would like to remember loved ones or a
special event, please sign the 2022 Flower
Calendar located in the 24th Street hallway,
adjacent to the Fellowship Hall. The cost is fifty
dollars ($50) for two vases.

Per Capita Amount

Just a reminder that the Per Capita amount for
2022 is $34.25 per member.

Last year’s response to the per capita offering was
outstanding with 86% of our congregation paying
their amount due.  Please try to meet your per
capita obligation early using the special blue
envelope in your box of offering envelopes.



Annual Congregational Meeting

Don’t forget to make a note on your calendar to
attend the Annual Congregational Meeting that
will be held on Sunday, February 20, 2022,
immediately following the morning worship
service at 11:30 am.  Copies of the church’s
annual report for 2021 will be distributed prior
to this meeting.

Our congregation is once
again invited to sign
birthday cards that will be
located on a table in the
Fellowship Hall.  Cards will
be set out starting on
Sunday, January 2, 2022.

The congregation extends
its heartfelt sympathy to
the family and friends of
Ella Elizabeth Kemberling,
who passed away on
Tuesday, January 11, 2022,
at her home.  Ella was a
member of Providence 
Presbyterian Church.

2022 Session Members

(Note: To the right of each Session member’s name
is the team that they are serving on.)

Class of 2022

Elaine Bender Mission
Bob Hollingsworth Personnel
Gail Irwin Congregational Care

Class of 2023

Barry Gaut Finance & Stewardship
Ellie Herbster Worship
Jane Yerty Outreach

Class of 2024

Geoff Geesey Property
Jeanie Mollica Spiritual Enhancement
Glenn Nelson Congregational

Fellowship

Several people who attend our church do not have
their own means of transportation.  If you can
offer a ride to church for one of these individuals,
please let Pastor Dennis know.  Here is a small, but
practical way to show your Christian love to a
fellow believer.

Beginning in February, we are hoping to offer an
instructional workshop entitled “Be a Friend.”  The
purpose of the workshop is to provide training for
Christians to invest themselves in the lives of those
at risk for being trafficked or exploited for sex.  The
workshop will meet weekly for eight weeks and
last one hour.  It will include instruction,
discussion, and reflection in a small group setting. 
Each session will challenge you to practically apply
your faith in a new way.  If you have any questions
about the workshop, or you would like to express
your desire to attend, please contact Pastor
Dennis.



An Invitation from the Outreach Team

by Jane Yerty

We would like to invite our Providence Church
friends and community friends to join us on
Saturday, February 19, for a Family Game and
Puzzle Day.  Time is from 1:30 to 3:00 pm.  We will
be serving snacks and beverages.  Some games and
puzzles will be set up, but please feel free to bring
a favorite game from home.  Come in from the
cold and join us for some fun.  Please feel free to
invite your friends.  Let’s build relationships and
new friendships as we share God’s love.

A second invitation is for anyone to join us on the
Outreach Team.  Perhaps you would like to
become part of the team or just want to jump in
for one project/ministry event.  We are happy to
welcome anyone who strongly feels the call to
serve God by reaching out in our community.  New
ideas and enthusiasm help us all.  Please see Jane
Yerty or any member of the Outreach Team.  Our
next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 2, at
12 noon.

Presbyterians
in the Press

[Note: Unless otherwise stated, all articles and
photographs listed here have appeared in the
Altoona Mirror.]

Carole Reifsteck Parsons was recognized in the
Monday Spotlight section for her 50+ years in the
National Ski Patrol System, a group whose
members are highly trained in first aid CPR, search
and rescue techniques, and more as they care for
lost and injured skiers on the slopes.  Carole also
has the distinction of being the only Blair County
resident with 50 years of service with the national
organization.  Congratulations Carole!

The January 22-23 Community section ran a photo
of the newly installed officers of the Sylvan Hills
Ladies Golf Association for 2022.  Carol Young is
shown as the new president and Joan Conway is
pictured as their new treasurer.

Presbyterians in the Press (Continued)

In that same issue, Mirror publisher Dan Slep is
pictured presenting a plaque to the 2021 Employee
of the Year, Autumn Feather.  The Employee of the
Year plaque has been awarded annually by the
Altoona Mirror since 1999.

The Finance and Stewardship Team would like to
thank those of you who have responded so
generously to our 2022 stewardship campaign.  To
date, we have received 36 pledges for a total of
$119,004.  It’s not too late to turn in your estimate
of giving card if you have not yet done so. 
Additional estimate of giving cards are available
from the church office if you need one.


